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If God had a name, what would it be?

And would you call it to His face, if you were faced with Him and all His glory?

What would you ask if you had just one question?
Yeah, yeah, God is Great. Yeah, yeah, God is Good.  Yeah Yeah Yeah Yeah Yeah

What if God was one of us, just a slob like one of us, just a stranger on the bus trying to make his way home?
If God had a face, what would it look like?

And would you want to see, if seeing meant that you would have to believe in things like heaven and in Jesus and the saints and all the prophets?
Since the beginning of time, man has searched for knowledge and understanding of God’s universe, to the point where most ‘educated’ people today deny the existence of God because we can answer all of life’s questions without needing a God. Which only confirms a theory I have had since I attended the University of Michigan. People are stupid.
For millennia, the science of man has discovered the mechanisms that control and govern many things in our world. We have discovered the laws of nature, and our understanding has emboldened us to proclaim these are self-written laws. We have traveled into space as well as to the depths of the oceans. We have organized and classified living and non-living objects. Because we continue to discover how things work, we arrogantly assume we have answered all the questions that need answers. Or that only time stands between us and all the answers. How completely foolish we are!
We focus on the successes of science answering the hows, but we completely ignore the failure of philosophy to answer the simplest of all questions we can conceive. For those same thousands of years that science was increasing our understanding and reducing the need to seek God for those answers, Philosophy did nothing but remind us how limited our understanding really is.
One question, so simple every child asks it, but so difficult that mankind has never answered it. That one question is ‘Why?’. It is the question of reason and purpose.

· Why does an apple fall to the ground? Gravity? No, that is how it falls, not why.

· Why does life reproduce? We have figured out how it works but not why.
When a child asks why, we often begin trying to explain why, which only leads to another why and another until we are left with only one answer, “Because”, which leads to the inevitable “Because why?”

Without God, there is no why. No reason. No purpose. And without purpose, as Solomon said in Ecclesiastes, “Everything is meaningless.” Some questions ONLY God can or ever will be able to answer.
Which brings me to my point today. I have looked at the first 11 questions directed at God in the Bible. As we look at these questions and their results, You will each be given a piece of paper. I want you each to consider what one question you would ask God if you had just one question. Do not put your name on the paper unless you want to, because I will collect these questions and preach over the next several months dealing with How God would answer each one. In doing this, I believe we will all grow on faith just as two men did in the Bible who asked 9 of the first 11 questions.
The first person we have a record of questioning God was Cain when he said, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  (Genesis 4:9)

· Is questioning God a bad thing? Only when it is done to justify our sin.

Abraham Questioned

God said He would reward Abraham

Genesis 15:2  Abraham  “What will you give me?” 
God promised Abraham the land

Genesis 15:8  Abraham  “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?”

God promised Abraham an heir

Genesis 17:17 Abraham  “Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?”

About Sodom and Gomorrah

Genesis 18:23  Abraham  “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?”
God told Abimelech king of Gerar he would die for taking Abraham’s wife as his own.

Genesis 20:4  Abimelech  “Lord, will you kill an innocent people?”

· Gen 20:6  Then God said to him in the dream, "Yes, I know that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept you from sinning against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her.
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here am I." He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you." So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you." And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, "My father!" And he said, "Here am I, my son." He said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" Abraham said, "God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So they went both of them together. When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.





Genesis 22:1-10

Moses Questioned

God asked Moses to free His people from Egypt.

Exodus 3:11  Moses  “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”

Exodus 3:13  Moses  “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?”

Then Moses said, they wont believe me, I don’t speak well, please send someone else.

The Pharaoh made things hard and people blamed Moses.

Exodus 5:22  Moses  “O LORD, why have you done evil to this people? Why did you ever send me?”
God said to Moses go back to Pharaoh
Exodus 6:12  Moses  “Behold, the people of Israel have not listened to me. How then shall Pharaoh listen to me, for I am of uncircumcised lips?”

The People were trapped at the Reed Sea and complained and blamed Moses.

Exodus 14:13-14  Moses to the People  “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”
The People continue to complain against Moses as they wander

Exodus 17:4  Moses  “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.”

In Exodus 32, While Moses is with God on the mountain receiving the Law, the people create a golden calf to worship. God decides to blot them out and make a nation from Moses’ descendants. Moses persuades Him not to do it for the sake of the promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

So Moses returned to the LORD and said, "Alas, this people have sinned a great sin. They have made for themselves gods of gold. But now, if you will forgive their sin--but if not, please blot me out of your book that you have written."  Exodus 32:31-32
Other questioners:

Good


Bad


Job


King Saul

King David



If God had a name, what would it be?

And would you call it to His face, if you were faced with Him and all His glory?

What would you ask if you had just one question?

Yeah, yeah, God is Great. Yeah, yeah, God is Good.  Yeah Yeah Yeah Yeah Yeah

What if God was one of us, just a slob like one of us, just a stranger on the bus trying to make his way home?

If God had a face, what would it look like?

And would you want to see, if seeing meant that you would have to believe in things like heaven and in Jesus and the saints and all the prophets?
