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“You can’t give what you don’t have and you can’t give what you’ve lost.”

· Child of missionaries in Africa - Raised in a little, poverty stricken village
· Learned joy, love, how to give and receive, and sorrow
· Lost half of his childhood friends to poverty (half of those to measles)
· At 6 years old he asked his father when it would be his turn to die. His father showed him scratches he had on his arm (vaccination from America before they went to Africa) and said he would not die. At 6 years old he said it’s not fair that other children didn’t have scratches on their arms
· Prayed often that God would make his skin dark like all of his friends.

· When kids got into trouble, someone would say they didn’t know which kids were involved but the little white boy was one of them.

· Was sent to a Christian school where:

· He was beaten an average of 17 times a week

· Sexually abused, emotionally destroyed, spiritually dead

· Warned that if they told anyone what took place at the school they would destroy their parent’s ministry. Many Africans would go to hell because of them.

· He said, “It is amazing the pain children will endure to protect the ones they love.”

· Was the one who finally broke the silence. He shut down the school at age 10
· Was ridiculed for telling and destroying his parent’s ministry. His mother did suffer a nervous breakdown and had to return to America.

· They punished him by setting a fire to his left hand but he repeatedly told himself that he would not lose his resolve. His hand blistered and burned before a friend finally slapped the fire away.

· Came to America at age 15.

· Met a cab driver who undid most of the good he learned in the village

· Found a grocery store and realized there was enough food

· Found a drug store and saw there was enough medicine

· At age 15, he sat and cried, knowing he was called to minister to the poor.
He used to wonder where his guardian angel was. He said he understands now that God knew the plan he had for him. He needed all the pain he had to endure to become the champion for children he is today. It was all he suffered that gave him the compassion to help children around the world and reformed Christian schools in poverty stricken countries.

Wess Stafford has been the president of Compassion International since 1993 and has worked with the organization since 1977. Today there are over 1,000,000 children sponsored in over 23 countries.

How do you forgive past hurts, when those who hurt you don’t even care? Simply forgive.  Refuse to live by what others have defined you as. Instead be defined by God.
[appl:  look yourself in the mirror and see. Look at yourself from the inside out. How is your soul?]
Horatio G. Spafford – “It is Well with My Soul”
· His father was an inventor, author, editor, and entrepreneur, who corresponded with Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and James Madison
· Moved to Chicago and became a lawyer in 1856, married in 1861

· A respected leader in Fullerton Avenue Presbyterian Church, friend of D. L. Moody.
· His son died a few months before the Great Chicago fire 1871 ruined him financially.
· Lost all 4 daughters (ages 3-11) when the S.S. Ville du Havre went down in 1873
· Wife and daughters went ahead of him to Europe. Pastor friends went with them

· On the 7th day, his wife Anna walked the 130-yard deck with friend Pastor Weiss. She mused that it seemed "almost impossible that a ship can cross this immense ocean without danger...When I think that a few planks are all that separate us and all these charming people from the depths of the sea..." she said.
· Ship was hit by a Scottish iron ship called the Loch Earn and sank in 12 minutes

· The few lifeboats that managed to launch were full of French crewmembers

· As Anna Spafford and her daughters huddled in one loving cluster, little Maggie Spafford assured her mother, "Mama, God will take care of us." Annie (the oldest) said, "Don't be afraid. The sea is His and He made it."

· As they were sucked under, Anna could not hold on to her baby.

· Two oldest did not drown but died of hypothermia before help came.

· Wife survived (& 28 others fearing she might try to kill herself) & sent telegram "Saved alone what shall I do. Mrs. Goodwin children Willie Culver lost. Go with Lorriaux until answer reply Porclain 64 Rue Aboukir Paris Spafford"
· Went to bring his wife back as soon as he could and was told by the captain when they were over the place his daughters had died.

· He went to his cabin and wrote a poem that was put to music 3 years later

· Music: Ville du Havre, Philip P. Bliss, 1876. Ironically, Bliss himself died in a tragic train wreck shortly after writing this music.
· The song?  Horatio G. Spafford wrote “It Is Well With My Soul” as he passed over the spot that claimed all of his children. Would your soul have been well? 
· Had another son & 2 daughters (son died at age 4 from sickness), moved to Jerusalem
· In 1881 with 12 others, formed ‘the American Colony’ serving the poor Arabs & Jews.
· Subject of the Nobel prize winning Jerusalem, by novelist Selma Lagerlöf.
· The Spafford Children's Center still operates today (original building), serving the needs of disadvantaged children of Jerusalem and the West Bank. Also, the Spafford family still has a hand in operation of The American Colony Hotel in Jerusalem.
As Christians we are called to love, sacrifice and forgive. And as Wess Stafford said, “You can’t give what you don’t have and you can’t give what you’ve lost.”

When all is taken away, do you still hold on to Love? The Light of the World? Is it well with your soul? Wess Stafford had to forgive people to keep his soul well. Spafford had to forgive God for allowing his losses. As did the last man I want to talk about.
A Man Called Jobab – I Know My Redeemer Lives

· Was a king in the land (Genesis) (I Chronicles)

· Blessed by God but tested by Satan (God initiated the test!)

· Lost his possessions, servants, and children all in a single day

· Lost his health and wife said to curse God and die.

· Three friends came to comfort him, but ended up accusing him of sin

· He wished he had never been born, wanted to die.

But he still was able to say and believe:

I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet  in  my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes--I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!  (Job 19:25-27)

Today we take communion together and I urge each of you to look at your soul today. Is it Well?  If not, how do you make it well?

The cure for fear is Love, which means we must forgive as Wess Stafford did.

The cure for grief is comfort, which means we must trust God as Horatio Spafford did.
The cure for doubt is understanding, which means we must know God as Job did.

