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On July 6 of this year, 6 short months ago, we began a new phase of our journey with God. When God brought us Pastor Rob, He also altered the course that our church would take: in Faith, in Ministry, and in His Kingdom. Our purpose is not altogether new, but our heading may be. The question we have before us this morning to close out this year is this: Are we there yet?

As we leave 2008 behind us, we may find ourselves as anxious as the children in the back seat of the family car, constantly asking, “Are we there yet? Are we there yet?”

Only the driver of our car really knows the answer to this question, and that is God. But with our pastor and the leadership team of the church in the passenger seat next to Him we can determine what leg of our journey we are in at the moment and what it will take to move forward to the next.

Pastor Rob will begin next week to lay out our course for 2009 and to cast the vision God has given him for the church. We will learn what we need to learn to do what we need to do to follow Christ as He guides us through.

But for today, we can look at where we are now to better prepare ourselves for the coming weeks. We do this by looking at where we have been over the last six months.

First, We learned of our great need to know God and not just to know about God
Pastor Rob’s first month with us was focused on who God calls us to be first, not what He wants us to do. If we will seek first His kingdom, all these things will be added to us as well.

   07-13   Holiness and the 'S' Word          Galatians 5:16-26
· God calls us to be holy and sanctified

   07-20   Pray - Fast                        Isaiah 58:3-10
· We grow closer to God (becoming more holy and sanctified) by prayer and fasting. Fasting makes the prayers effective to develop our faith

   07-27   Knowing You                        Hosea 2, 4, 11
· Pray and fast to ask God to draw you close to Him. Develop a desire to know God.
Then we spent 9 weeks looking for God’s answers to our tough questions.
All of these questions we asked in order to learn to trust God more than we do now. He has given us permission to question Him when our motivation for those questions are to understand Him better and not to find an excuse to be disobedient. This series was an application to the first month of desiring to Know God more.
   08-10   One Question
Gen. 22:1-10, Exo. 32:7-32
· Learning to question and reason with God

   08-17   1Q: The Meaning of Life
Ecclesiastes 2, 12
· The meaning of life is to Choose Life and Live.
   08-24   1Q: Why We Never Learn
Psalms 22
· We can only really make anything better in the lives of those around us if we have already allowed God to make our lives better.
   08-31   1Q: How Do You Know?
Ephesians 6:7
· To know God’s will we must seek Him in the Bible, Obey Him with the right motives, and Do what We know He would have us do.
   09-07   1Q: Why am I Still Here?
Deuteronomy 6:7
· God has a plan: Don’t give up, retreat or surrender.

   09-14   1Q: How Can We Know God is Real?
John 14
· Read the gospel of John and you will see how God proves Himself

   09-21   1Q: Understanding God's Timing
Acts 4:25-28
· We learned that God does all things perfectly and in perfect timing. So He will also develop us to be faithful for just the right work at just the right time.

   09-28   1Q: Can I Leave?


· Yes. According to our Wesleyan understanding, if we choose to leave God, He will use others to accomplish His will, but we may find ourselves wandering far enough away that we never choose to return. Don’t allow that to happen.

   10-05   1Q: Is It Well?
None
· We will face many hardships in life. But with all that we have discovered about God through these questions, we must truth the truth that it is always well in God’s presence, even in the heart of the storms.

Our next 5 weeks focused on our Stewardship Campaign

As we developed a desire to Know God more personally, than applied it by asking God the tough questions, we then practice trust by giving to God more than the left over time and money we have. We must sacrifice our time and money (the first fruits) in order to build faith through it. It must be a stretch cheerfully made or it benefits us little.
   10-12   The Meaning of Malachi             Malachi
· It means serving God with our best, not our leftovers

   11-02   Looking for Faithfulness           Mark 12:41-44
· Faithfulness is tested and proved by our dependence on God for our needs. This means giving Him more than we can rightly afford to, then watching Him carry us through.

   11-09   Does It Hurt                       Luke 14:25-35
· If it doesn’t hurt, it is not making you stronger.
Then for two weeks we looked for joy and gratitude 

Choosing to look for the Joy of the Lord and Thanking God in all things is a key to living the Love He has commanded us to.

   11-16   Don't Worry, Be Happy!             Daniel 3:16-18

   11-23   Just Say Thank You                 I Chronicles 16:7-13
Finally, for Advent, we focused on giving our lives to God in exchange for His

We give up control of out lives to gain Hope, God’s Peace and Joy, and to know Love.
   11-30   Hope: A White Elephant Gift        John 4:7-42

   12-07   Peace: The Gift of God             I Corinthians 12:20-31

   12-14   Joy: All I Have To Give            Deuteronomy 10:12-16

   12-21   Love: A Win-Win Situation          Matthew 2:1-11
For 6 months we have walked the road toward Knowing God: Sanctified lives, greater understanding of God’s ways and His plan for us, learning to sacrifice to trust Him, and realizing what we have to gain by giving our lives up to God.
We all stand at different places along this road. Recognize where you are so that we can all move forward as one body when God calls us to move. His timing is perfect and it is coming. If you are not where you know you should be in faith, resolve this new year to run the race.
