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John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
- Revelation 1:4-6

Several points in that greeting are worthy to deliver a sermon on. However, to wrap up the Gospel series we have been doing the last four weeks, consider this:

Jesus has made us a kingdom of priests to His God and Father.

This is a very important statement that too many Christians don’t fully understand. Two things must be considered before any real understanding can come.
· First – The kingdom of God has no rival, no equal, and exceeds all possible analogy, explanation or comprehension.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations. [The LORD is faithful in all his words and kind in all his works.]
– Psalms 145:13

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.



– Isaiah 9:6-7

· Second – The position of priests was promised to those who would follow Christ more than 5000 years ago. 3000 year before John wrote Revelation.

Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  – Exodus 19:5-6
The Kingdom of God
What is the ‘Kingdom of God’ or the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’?

Jesus told us to pray…

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  – Matthew 6:10  
Not for everyone…

Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  – Matthew 7:21  
For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.   – 1Co 4:20  
For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.   – Matthew 5:20  
When are we part of the Kingdom?

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.   – Matthew 6:33  
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.   – Romans 14:17  
The Kingdom is like…
· A Farmer spreading His seed

· A lost coin / Pearl of great price

· A mustard seed

· 10 virgins

· Talents

This is by no means an easy road. It requires full commitment to the one who saved you from sin and death. It requires complete obedience to the One who is Faithful. And it requires work, not work to be saved but work that confirms that you are saved. A child is one who does the will of the Father. It is a very small thank you for the kingdom we have been given. We must be worthy ambassadors of God, we ARE a royal priesthood!
A Royal Priesthood

I searched a few of my resources any could not find a definition for the word priest that I was happy with.

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  – Matthew 25:31-33

Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.'   – Matthew 25:34-40
Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' Then they also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' Then he will answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.
– Matthew 25:41-46
From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force.  – Matthew 11:12
