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This morning I submit to you a harsh reality, three statements that are absolutely true.

· All people will either be saved from sin or lost in it.

· All followers of Christ will either be purified from sinfulness or stained by it in life.

· All people will live forever either with God or in darkness and despair.
The three greatest truths worth pursuing, three gifts from a loving God, three reasons to develop an attitude of gratitude. 

15 Bible verses say, ‘Give thanks to the LORD, for his steadfast love endures forever.’

  1Ch 16:34, 41; 2Ch 7:3, 6,  20:21; Ezra 3:11; Psalms 106:1, 107:1; 118:1, 29, 136:1, 2, 3, 26; Jeremiah 33:11
The greatest things we have to be thankful for:
Salvation – Justification

Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.' But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.  - Luke 18:10-14
· If you have never come before the throne of God, crawling on hands and knees, unable to see through your tears, begging God NOT to give you what you deserve, begging God to be merciful…  Then you have never understood what salvation means.
· Being ‘saved’ is not simply doing the right things, or being excused for your mistakes.
· Justification – Salvation ONLY comes to those who realize that they are responsible for all the evil in their lives.

ELI illustration: I hid my boy’s Halloween candy somewhere my wife wouldn’t know (at her request) so she wouldn’t be tempted to eat it. Eli knew where I hid it, in a box of my Star Wars toys the boys could only play with when I was playing with them. The box was heavy and on a top shelf in the basement. A couple weeks ago, when I wasn’t home, my wife said Eli could get a piece of candy. He knew she couldn’t know where it was. He also knew he couldn’t get it by himself. But he also couldn’t wait for me to get home. He tried to get it by himself and the box fell to the floor from 7 feet and pieces of Star wars toys scattered on the ground. Eli didn’t say anything to his mom, just put the stuff back into the box and got his candy.

Because I was home late, I saw Eli briefly the next morning but he didn’t say anything. When I got home from school that day, we had dinner, and as soon as Eli was done with dinner he was standing by the refrigerator, trying to say something. He began to whimper as he talked incoherently. I asked him what he was trying to say as he began to cry. I didn’t know what was wrong so I bent down to hold him and ask him to speak clearly. He finally told me what he had done and said he broke all my toys. I had to laugh to keep from crying with him. He thought he had broken everything in that box and was barely able to confess it through his tears.
Eli was justified, saved from any punishment because he was crying, “Father, be merciful to me, a sinner!” I don’t know if I have ever been as proud of him as I was at that moment. No achievement in life can ever compare to the ability to humble yourself and face your fear to admit your sin, knowing what it might cost you.
All people will either be saved from sin or lost in it.
If you have been justified (saved) by God, you have the greatest reason to thank Him!

Sanctification – Righteousness

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.  – Romans 6:16-18
“Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them, is the true measure of our thanksgiving.”  – W.T. Purkiser

The sad truth is that many Christians manage to come broken before Christ to be saved, but then they stop there. Thankful enough that they will get to heaven, but not thankful enough to use that blessing to walk further into a holy life with the Holy Spirit’s guidance and strength.

How about you? How thankful are you? What is your true measure of thankfulness?
“You say grace before meals.  All right.  But I say grace before the concert and the opera, and grace before the play and the pantomime, and grace before I open a book, and grace before sketching, painting, swimming, fencing, boxing, walking, playing, dancing, and grace before I dip the pen in the ink.”  – G. K. Chesteron
If you have not been purified from your sinfulness, I’m not talking about what you do or don’t do (pure from sin) but what you desire and think. If you aren’t a slave to righteousness, then you need to be in constant prayer, I need to be in constant prayer, to storm the gates of heaven, refuse to give up or back down until God gives us this gift He has been waiting to give until we desired it more than life.
If you don’t have this purification of sinfulness AND you aren’t forcefully advancing to get it, I believe you seriously undervalue the salvation gift you already have. Jesus didn’t die for you to go to heaven, He died for you to be better than… This… He DIED for you to walk close to Him. When we thank Him for saving us but ignore the life He has in mind, the righteousness His blood paid for, we cheapen that Love.
All followers of Christ will either be purified from sinfulness or stained by it in life.
If you are still stained inside, then pray, and beg, and cry, and thank God who is already desperate to purify you. If you have been purified, sanctified entirely, and you walk enslaved to His righteousness then ‘Give thanks to the LORD, for his steadfast love endures forever.’
And you have one more thing to Be eternally Grateful for.
Eternal Life – Immortality
Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.  – I Corinthians 15:51-58
All people will live forever either with God or in darkness and despair.
Thank God if you have this Gift!!!  But if you don’t, today is the day of salvation…
Conclusion – Give Thanks
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  – I Thessalonians 5:16-18
How do we give thanks? How do we show God our gratitude?

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving.  – Ephesians 5:1-4
Benediction

“Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them, is the true measure of our thanksgiving.”  – W.T. Purkiser
May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  – Colossians 1:11-14
