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Christmas: A Season of Stress? The picture the Bible gives us of the first Christmas is one of peace and serenity. You can see it with your mind’s eye: There are the shepherds, gathered around a campfire under a clear, starlit sky, quietly talking among themselves about their flocks, their families, their fortunes . . . Down in the town of Bethlehem, away from the hustle and bustle of the multitude which has come for the census, a stable has become home to a newborn child, sleeping peacefully in the hay of the animals’ feed-trough, under the watchful eyes of his adoring parents. And even though the night sky would eventually be shattered by the singing of angels, even their message was one of “Peace on earth! Goodwill toward men!” Why is it then, that our modern culture has taken this sacred season–which has always been meant to be a season of peace and joy and serenity–and turned it into a “season of stress?”    - Michael Weiser  (posted to www.sermoncentral.com)

As I was studying for this week’s sermon, I came across this.  As I read it, I had to question the validity of its central argument. Is the picture the Bible gives of the first Christmas one of Peace and Serenity?

Perhaps it is, if you’ve never read the Bible for yourself, or can only see the story through fogged glasses. The birth of Jesus was everything BUT peaceful!
· Shepherds – one of the lowest professions, would be tired, smelly, sitting cold around a small fire possibly complaining about their MIS-fortunes…

· Down in Bethlehem – Mary was in labor, no one would take them in, she had to deliver Jesus alone in a animal filled cave.
· Angel’s Message – Peace on Earth! People make it sound like Jesus was running to be Miss America! If Jesus came to bring world peace, He was a failure!  Jesus Himself IS the ‘Peace’ that came to earth because of God’s ‘good will’ towards men.
This is NOT a picture of peace and serenity. Mary and Joseph were rejected and alone in a smelly cave. They had to leave the country shortly after to avoid being murdered!  Apart from a few friendly guests and presents, I would say those were a VERY stressful couple weeks that first Christmas.

We have turned Christmas into a time of joy and good will to our fellow man because of what God did for us in sending Jesus to us, but it was not worldly ‘peace’ He brought.

The Peace That Passes All Understanding

What then is the ‘Peace’ that the Angels announced?

· Why did Isaiah call Christ the ‘Prince of Peace’ (Isaiah 9:6) when Jesus Himself said, “I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.” (Matthew 10:34)

Jesus was most definitely NOT an advocate of world peace! In fact He repeatedly told the disciples they would have no peace with the world as long as they remained on this planet! “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.”  (John 15:18)
Today, more than 200 million Christians in over 60 countries around the word – our brothers and sisters in the faith – face brutal opposition and persecution because of their faith in Jesus. The number one request they have when asked, is always “please pray for us”. Most people expect that they mean ‘pray for God to take these hardships away’ when most of them are actually asking for prayer to endure it with the love of God defining their response to it.
God had to have sent Jesus with ‘good will towards men’ (what the Bible later calls ‘grace’) because the world was sinful, hated Him and deserved only judgment and death.

If the world will always be violently opposed to the Gospel because they love their darkness and hate the light, then why does the Bible refer to the Gospel as ‘The Gospel of Peace’?
What is the ‘Peace’ the Angels proclaimed? If it’s not a peaceful birth, and it’s not about peace among people on earth (whether from persecutions or wars)?

Maybe it’s something internal.

Isaiah speaking of this ‘Gospel of Peace’ said, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.”

– Isaiah 9:2
One of Hitler’s bodyguards was a man named Kurt Wagner. He adored Hitler and reverenced him as a god. At the end of the war, with Hitler a suicide in a Berlin bunker, Kurt’s faith was shattered and he planned a suicide. Going for a final cup of coffee, he picked up a discarded Gospel tract and read it—first carelessly and then with interest. As a result of what he read, he sought out a pastor who led him to Christ. Kurt was transformed from a hardened man into a peace-loving man. He became a new creation in Christ.
– www.sermoncentral.com
Could it be that Peace on Earth was not about world peace at all! Perhaps it would be easier to understand if the Angels had said “Peace coming to earth to save all who would believe and to live in their hearts giving them a comfort that passes all understanding even under severe persecutions”  (But that would have been harder to put into a Christmas song (.)
Peace Between God and Man
The Peace of Christmas is the Light of the World first born into a dirty stable and then into the hearts of Men. In the book of Colossians Paul writes about this. Turn with me, if you will, to Colossians 1:13-20.
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
– Colossians 1:13-20
This Christmas, when you’re in the spirit of peace and good will toward your fellow man, remember that Jesus did not come to promote peace between all men, but peace between Mankind and God.

It is sin and rebellion against God that are the root cause of all darkness in our world. There is little we will ever be able to do to effect lasting peace in the world as long as that rebellion continues. Jesus came to our world to offer us the only peace that can change the world for the better, making peace by the blood of his cross.

That is the peace that I celebrate, that is the Gospel of Peace that I desire to share in good will with my fellow Man.

