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This past year we have spent time considering two major concepts:
· A Christian’s purpose and mission: To Love and Spread a Powerful Gospel

· A Christian’s needs and blessings: Resting in God, growing in Christ and faithfully following
The first week of 2009, the question was asked, “What’s your star?”  What motivates you to seek out and follow God more closely than you have before? This star has followed us through this last year as we have heard from God in the areas of:
· Priorities in Family and Ministry

· Loving God and Loving Others

· Personal Growth in the Grace of God

· The True Cost and Blessings of Following Christ

· The Powerful Gospel of Christ
This year has been a time of change for our church as we have begun a new Ministry to children including Children’s Sunday School classes and a Vacation Bible School that we pray God will bless and grow next year. We have begun a Wednesday night prayer meeting and created a new Praise Band that continues to develop in both quality and leading of worship.

Our congregation has added and subtracted several regular attendees and members and has spent much time in prayer for God’s direction for our church.

Today we stand at the end of this year asking the question, “Have you followed the star?”

God has a specific plan and desire for this church but we have a responsibility to abandon our position in the world and endure whatever sacrifices that will result from a decision to Follow Christ and love God with all our Hearts, all our Souls, all out Minds and all our Strength.
As we review the last year this morning, let’s also recommit ourselves to the life and ministry of our church body and dedicate ourselves to making a difference in our community in the year to come.
A Christian’s Purpose and Mission

We have learned this past year through several different sermons that our primary responsibility as Followers of Christ is to Love God, Love People (as God Loves) and share the Gospel with those around us (even to the ends of the earth).

[Highlight a few of the sermons that dealt with love and the Gospel – last page]
Matthew 9 tells us,
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."  (Matthew 9:35-38)
Jesus goes on to say,

A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher… (Matthew 10:24-25)

What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.  (Matthew 10:27-28)
If we have all been listening to the Spirit and desiring a closer walk with God this year we should all be in a better place with God than we were last January.
A Christian’s Needs and Blessings

The other major subject we have spent many Sunday mornings learning about is what we need to grow closer to God, to rest in His presence, and follow Him faithfully. We spent:

· Three weeks considering God’s Rest
· Four weeks (at Pentecost) learning how to live and grow towards God

· Six weeks looking particularly at how the first century Believers followed Him

We have discovered why we need God so desperately in our lives, how He enables us to overcome, to endure struggles and persecution and sin. With God’s strength, we can live holy lives and be a shining light for all to see and draw close to Him.
Jesus told us how important it is to live holy according to the Spirit.

For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  (Matthew 5:20)

In chapter 12 of the Gospel of John, the night Jesus would be arrested, He spoke to His disciples and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.”  (John 12:24-26)
Have you followed your Star?

Conclusion

After His resurrection, Jesus told His followers, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:19-20) 
Let’s all commit to taking this command seriously next year and change our world for Christ!

Specific Sermon Weeks in 2009
Each of these lines is the main point for a sermon.

6 weeks on Purpose and mission

How does God Lead You closer to Himself?

What does God want you to do?

Your first ministry is to yourself.

Marriage and Family come first.

The End is Coming, are you hard at work?
Live like today is the day of salvation.

6 weeks on Greatest Commands: Love

What is Love? Selfless. Sacrificial.
Love God with all your heart

And with all your Soul

And with all your Mind

And with all your strength

And Love your neighbor as Yourself

2 weeks Easter

Palm Sunday – Easter

3 weeks on the Sabbath

God rested after creation, crucifixion, end times
The weekly Sabbath is for the Jews to honor

The Christian Sabbath is resting in God’s love
3 weeks on love

A mother loves responsibly and selflessly

A husband loves sacrificially and redemptively

God loves us like a mother and a husband
4 weeks: living & growing towards God
Pentecost – The Birth of the Church

How to live and grow spiritually healthy – Holy

Obedience is the key to wisdom, growth, peace
God is Out Father – Do you honor Him?

5 weeks on the Gospel & Spreading It

We must tell all the truth about God in Christ.

The Gospel brings true and lasting freedom

The Gospel offers real and powerful hope

The Gospel supplies us with God’s Peace
The Gospel declares us Royalty in the Kingdom

6 weeks on what it means to follow Christ

Jesus is the Only Way to the Father
Those who follow Christ will endure
Those who follow Christ are obedient
Those who follow Christ will live right
Those who follow Christ are hard working
Those who follow Christ are generous
3 weeks on primary importance
People of prayer – my prayer for this church

A National Crisis – Christians before Americans

God Loves your enemies and so should you!

4 weeks of stewardship campaign
Giving – What God Desires Most

Giving – To the World

The Value of Giving
Developing an Attitude of Gratitude

4 weeks of Advent

Hope, Joy, Love, Peace

