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For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.  – Deuteronomy 8:7-10

Communion

A New Year – Exciting Journey

· My family and I spent our first 6 months here getting to know the church

· Last Year God brought us to understand our need for Him and the importance of our individual relationships with Him

· This year He wants to give us something, I want to call it the ultimate gift
Intro:  “The Ultimate Gift”
7:10-10:28   (3:18)

The Will of God

‘Jason’
‘How do you know my name?’

‘My business to know everybody’s name in your grandfather’s will.’

Jason begins much the same way as all people do in their attitude toward God.

Bitter, Resentful, Hurt, Without Purpose

And God says your name. “Jason”

An Ultimate Gift

‘How can I give you something and not have it ruin you?’

‘So I want to give you a gift, a series of gifts, leading up to,

well I want to call it the Ultimate Gift’

How does God give us His Ultimate Gift without it destroying us?

Our scripture for this morning comes from Deuteronomy 8:7-20. Please turn there with me.
I read verses 7-10 already before communion. The Israelites were preparing to enter the Promised Land. God was Giving them an Ultimate Gift and had to warn them:

NEVER forget your God who gave you all of this!

"Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you today, lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock, who fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, that he might humble you and test you, to do you good in the end.
– Deuteronomy 8:11-16
Gifts are a dangerous thing.

· How can I give you something and not have it ruin you like it did your aunts and uncles and some of their kids?

We don’t usually see it this way, but didn’t the promised land ruin our aunts and uncles and some of their kids? Didn’t the comfort and riches of that land corrupt the Israelites?
Beware lest you say in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.' You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. And if you forget the LORD your God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish. Like the nations that the LORD makes to perish before you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey the voice of the LORD your God.




– Deuteronomy 8:17-20
Since the time of Christ, we live with the promise of a gift more ultimate than the Israelites ever had. And sadly, it has ruined many though it was intended to bless us.
Are You Up To The Challenge?

 ‘Everything you do must be to Mr. Hamilton’s satisfaction’

‘This is a voice activated two-way conversa… You can also replay Red’s messages on it…’

The movie “The Ultimate Gift” is an excellent analogy for the walk we have with God. God, like Red from the movie, died leaving us an amazing inheritance. And like Red’s love for Jason, God loves each of us too much to let His gift destroy us as it has so many others.
If we will take the lessons of the gifts over the next 12 weeks and learn from them, find joy in them and allow God to change us through them, then we will have learned how to handle the ultimate gift what God gives it to us.

The problem is that too many Christians who have come before us did not see these gifts and something good from God, but as something to be avoided because they were hard, or painful or looked like they could break us. So many problems in history were caused by a Christianity that did not learn, change, and grow in Grace from those gifts.

May God deliver us from that fate.

