You Can’t Give What You Don’t Have
“The Full Gospel: Salvation”
A Sermon by Pastor R. D. Johnson

Preached at the Ann Arbor, MI Free Methodist Church

Scripture Text:
Ephesians 2:4-9
April 11, 2010

Sermon #0199
For 12 weeks we looked at the gifts that God gives us that led up to what I like to call ‘The Ultimate Gift’ – Easter. Now we will take the next 12 weeks to dig into what the Bible says about what we are to do with that gift.

For the next 4 weeks we will see what the primary mission of the church is and how we need go about accomplishing it. Then after that we will explore the gospel in a 7 part series from the book of Acts I am calling “From Death to Life”.

There was a pastor:
· Born in Augusta, Georgia, Nov. 3, 1930 - moved to Chicago, Illinois, in childhood.

· His father was a glass salesman and his parents were United Methodists.

· Later moved with his family to Tampa, Florida, where he graduated from Henry B. Plant High School in 1948 and then began studying English at the University of Tampa.

· After two years, he dropped out of college and began working as a dance instructor at the Arthur Murray Dance Studio in Tampa, winning first prize in a nationwide dance contest.

· After 3 years as a Dance Instructor, in 1953, finally received Christ
· Sleeping late on a Sunday morning, his radio alarm went off and a preacher's booming voice invaded his slumber. "Suppose you were to die today and stand before God and He were to ask you, 'What right do you have to enter into My heaven?'-- what would you say?"
· In December 1955, decided to quit his Arthur Murray job to enter the ministry. He resumed his studies at the University of Tampa (graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in 1958) and began preaching at the small Bethel Presbyterian Church in nearby Clearwater, Florida.

· 1956, he entered Columbia Theological Seminary, receiving a Master of Divinity degree. On August 25, 1956, he married Anne Lewis, whom he met while giving her dance lessons at Arthur Murray.

· After his ordination in 1959, he became the pastor of Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, where he remained until his death.
· He began his pastorate at CRPC on June 21, 1959, and from the outset had a vision for global impact. But over the next 6 months he grew that church from 45 to 16!

· Then he was invited by a friend from Seminary to a revival meeting in Georgia.

· In 1960, he read the words of Jeremiah 33:3 to the handful of people that comprised his then-fledgling congregation, "Call unto Me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know." He then told his small flock, "You know what? I believe we can change the world!"

· That surprised many in his audience, but today, despite being a local pastor of one church for nearly five decades, Dr. D. James Kennedy has had a worldwide ministry influence. In 1996, Evangelism Explosion -- through which nearly 5 million people have made commitments to Christ in 2006 alone -- became the first Christian ministry to be established in every nation on earth.
· Beginning with 45 persons attending a typical Sunday service, it became the fastest-growing Presbyterian church in the U.S. in the 1960s and had 1,366 members by 1968.
· In 8 years, the church grew from 45 to 1,366!

How many here were saved as children, raised in a Christian home?

How many here were saved as teenagers?

How many here were saved as adults?

How many here are not saved?


But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  – Ephesians 2:4-9
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