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How many of you have ever just looked at yourselves in a mirror?

· Not to comb your mane or match your clothes
· Not to paint your face or face your imperfections

But just to stare through the windows to your soul…

Cicero (106-43 B.C.) is quoted as saying, 'Ut imago est animi voltus sic indices oculi' ah?

I know, I was thinking the same thing.  What does that mean? It means ‘the face is a picture of the mind as the eyes are its interpreter’.
A Century later Matthew wrote, “The lamp of the body is the eye. Then if your eye is sound, all your body is light. But if your eye is evil, all your body is dark. If, then, the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!”  (Matthew 6:22-23)

Today it is said that the eyes are the windows to the soul.

Have you ever just stared into your own eyes to see who you are? It’s an amazing and scary thing to do. All those things about yourself that you try to hide (even from yourself if that were possible) shine through your eyes. If you look deep, you remember everything, both the you that you long to be and the you that you would rather see destroyed.

Others see you too. Perhaps this is why so many of us wear sunglasses or wont look people in the eye. We are afraid of what they will see. The good news this morning is that we can do something to determine that our eyes are light.

Father’s, if you want to be a positive example for your kids, Graduates, if you want to go into the world confident of the light that is in you, then the Light must be in you.

If you look yourself in the mirror and don’t like what you see, Get a Faith Lift!
Faith requires action, obedience, and trust in Jesus. The example we will use to understand this is Acts chapter 16 and Paul’s second missionary journey with Silas.
Action: Some Things You Have to Do

Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek. He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium. Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.

– Acts 16:1-3
Paul is returning to these cities to strengthen the believers there. Timothy was a Jew because his mother was Jewish but he had not been circumcised because his father was Greek. As a Jew, even a follower of Jesus, he was required to demonstrate his faith by this action.
· Paul is not demonstrating a double-standard here as some have accused him of

· He is following the standard of faith God required of the Jewish people. God never, and Paul never, required this of Gentile followers under the New Covanent.

Some things, whether you like it or not, you will have to do, either for your own benefit or for the benefit of the faith of others. Your faith requires that you love, in action, not causing your brother to stumble and as far as it depends on you, to live at peace with everyone.

As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily.
– Acts 16:4-5

· Gentiles also had rules to follow: No Idols, No Blood, and Sexual Purity
· To strengthen their faith!

Micah 6:8 says, “O man, He has declared to you what is good. And what does Jehovah require of you, but to do justice, and to love mercy…”
Obedience: Some Things You Can’t Do

And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas.
– Acts 16:6-8
We do not live by written laws but by the Spirit. If you walk in the Spirit, you will hear when He tells you not to do something. This isn’t legalism, it’s obedience, submission, self-control! Loving mercy means repenting of your sins and giving up your own will to God’s directions.
Trust: You Are Saved Through Faith
Micah 6:8 says, “O man, He has declared to you what is good. And what does Jehovah require of you, but to do justice, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?”
Strong faith is evidenced by a humble walk. Conference speaker and Bible teacher, Joyce Meyers once taught that a Christian should never promote himself. We are servants who will be promoted by God when He chooses to do so.

· This idea runs directly counter to the prevailing ideas about how to climb the corporate ladder. We live in a world of Image Consultants, Public Relations, and Donald Trumps book. “There’s No Such Thing as Over Exposure”
If you really trust God to take care of you, to lead you to your best future and His greatest plan for your life, are you demonstrating that by taking matters into your own hands to lift and build yourself up? Usually the work we do to be recognized, gets in the way of what God wants to demonstrate through lifting us up.
We need to concentrate on our Faith Lift and leave the promoting to God.

So in Acts 16, Paul receives a vision of a man from Macedonia urging him to help them. So they go to Philippi, a leading city of Macedonia and a Roman colony.

There they meet a worshipper of God named Lydia, a seller of purple things.
Then a demon-possessed slave girl who was a fortune-teller began promoting Paul and Silas.

She followed Paul … , crying out, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation." And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour.   – Acts 16:17-18
I often wondered why Paul would stop someone from declaring that they were from God and telling the truth. I think now, Paul was humbly following the call of God and was annoyed that a Demon was trying to take the place of God as his promoter!

As a result of his actions, Paul and Silas were stripped, beaten, and thrown into jail bound hand and foot. And so I think, maybe they should have let the Demon promote their ministry, right? Paul, walking through the city saying, “That’s right! Even the Demons believe and tremble!” (That’s James 2:19)

People would have believe Paul, because they believed in the fortune-teller…

And people would have still believed in the fortune-teller and followed Demon advice even when they thought they were now ‘saved’. That’s what the Demon wanted!
Oh, and there is that little matter of a Jailer and his whole family who had the gift of faith that would all go to hell because he never heard Paul’s message.

You see, hard times were promised by God! He uses them! Without the stripping, beating, and shackled imprisonment, some demon followers would end up dead thinking they were saved, and the Jailer’s family ends up dead because they didn’t hear about salvation. No one wins.
But with a humble walk, and doing justly, Paul rebukes evil. He ends up stripped, beaten, and shackled. And the amazing part comes next.

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened.  – Acts 16:25-26
· They were singing!

· They knew they had not missed God’s direction so this imprisonment was necessary!

· They were praising God, not for what was happening, but for what they Expected God to do next. And they had no idea what that would be!

They trusted. Singing hymns to God was giving them their Faith Lift!

As I’m sure you know, the evening ends with a revival in the hearts of the Jailer and all his family. The next day brings the humiliation of the rulers of the city for treating Paul, a Roman citizen, they way they had. And the believers in the city were encouraged.
Paul could have had an easy day ending in failure, or a hard but faithful day ending in God’s will. This same Paul wrote, 

· For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. – Romans 8:18

· Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. – 2 Timothy 2:3

· For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, - Philippians 1:29

· Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, - 2 Timothy 1:8
If you are determined in your mind to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God, your faith will be lifted, your light will shine all the brighter and your eyes will show it. When people look into your eyes, isn’t this what you want them to see? Jesus in all you do, follow and believe.
