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World population is estimated at 6.8 billion.
An average of 6098 people die, every hour of every day.
In America alone that number is about 300 every hour.

4125 die every hour that don’t even claim to be Christian

If Christian faith statistics are correct less than 600 of those 6000 people will end up in heaven every hour.

God gets 10%!

In America, because we are still more dominantly Christian, God gets almost 25%
But in America alone, about 230 people die every hour that wont go to heaven!
America’s Population: 306,000,000

Ann Arbor Population: 112,000

Population that are ‘Christian’:  33% - 36960    - 11088 saved
God gets 10%!
18 die in Ann Arbor each week – 2 of those are headed to heaven!!
By the time we meet for church next Sunday, 16 people will have died in Ann Arbor that wont go to heaven.
What that means is that there are about 100,000 people in Ann Arbor right now that

Don’t know Jesus (whether they think they know about Him or not).

I met with Superintendent Ramundo on Thursday and he told me a story of two shoe salesmen who were sent to a large African village. After a week they each reported back to their home offices. The first said, “Bad news. It won’t work. No one wears shoes here. I’m coming home.” The second reported, “Great news! We are going to sell a lot! No one has any shoes here!”
This morning we can look at those 100,000 people around us and think they don’t want a relationship with God, or we can look at those same people and understand they need Him!
This Gospel we have been studying has the power to rescue 16 people a week from death!

From Easter and the four weeks after we saw what the gospel is and why we are called to tell people about it, and how to speak the truth in love. Then we took a week to discover the beauty and benefits of heaven and eternity with God.

[Map Slide]

Then we have spent 4 weeks studying through Acts to see each element of how we present the gospel in what we call evangelism.
Man – Acts 2 – Pentecost – Babylon curse lifted, speaking in tongues, cure for sin problem

God – Acts 9 – Paul’s conversion – True understanding of who God is
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Jesus – Acts 13 – First Journey – Antioch discourse – Identity of Jesus, need to follow Him
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Faith – Acts 16 – Second Journey – Philippi slave girl and Jailer – action, obedient, humble

This morning we conclude this series on Evangelism with a farewell speech from Paul during his third and final missionary journey.
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Troas

According to Acts 20, as Paul was finishing his third missionary trip, he was trying to get back to Jerusalem by Passover. While it’s not part of the farewell speech I want to focus on, there was an incident in Troas recorded in Acts 20:7-12 that you can’t read chapter 20 without mentioning.
They were gathered in Sunday, eating together, and Paul, like all good preachers was able to continue speaking to the people long into the night, after midnight Luke tells us.

And a young man named Eutychus, sitting at the window, sank into a deep sleep as Paul talked still longer. And being overcome by sleep, he fell down from the third story and was taken up dead. But Paul went down and bent over him, and taking him in his arms, said, "Do not be alarmed, for his life is in him." And when Paul had gone up and had broken bread and eaten, he conversed with them a long while, until daybreak, and so departed. And they took the youth away alive, and were not a little comforted.  – Acts 20:9-12
Miletus  (Mediterranean port south of Ephesus) 

For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time in Asia, for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him.
– Acts 20:16-17
And when they came to him, he said to them: "You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the Jews; how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  – Acts 20:18-21
· Paul tirelessly shared what faith in Jesus was.

· He never let opposition to the gospel dissuade him from trying to reach people

And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.  – Acts 20:22-24
· As he had followed the Spirit up to this point, he was now following Him into bondage
· His purpose was far more important to him than his safety.

And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.
– Acts 20:25-28
· Paul is saying he has done all he can, all he was called to do, and now their salvation was in their own hands.
I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears.  – Acts 20:29-31
· You are on your own now. Be careful! Be faithful! Be strong in Jesus.
And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"  - Acts 20:32-35
· According to Paul’s words. Which is better, the day you were rescued by Jesus, save to live forever, or the day you share that with someone else so they can live?
After this he prayed with them and they accompanied him to the ship weeping and full of sorrow that they would not see his face again.

Today we can celebrate that we are saved. That God has delivered us from our own evil. We can rejoice, even in trouble, because we know that in the end, it’s only a passing thing, this shadow. A new day will come. And when the sun shines, it will shine out the clearer.
But each week that we don’t give, 16 people in Ann Arbor will never know that day. Each day we don’t speak about our love for Christ, or love someone who does not know Him for His name’s sake, or invite someone who doesn’t know Him to ‘come and see’, we allow Satan to keep those 16 people he stole from God.

You have an assignment this week. Work hard, help the weak, proclaim the kingdom, and testify to the gospel of the grace of God! Each one must reach one this week. Do not allow that one to go down to the grave a stranger to Jesus.

Most of the people you know or will come in contact with this week will not die this week, but one day their week will come. How many can we afford to waste before we rescue them?
Luke makes it clear in Acts 4:12 when Peter, in front of the Jewish Ruling counsel said, “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
