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Rick Warren, pastor of the Saddleback Church in California has said, “Growth will never happen without change. Change will never happen without loss. And loss will never happen without Pain.”
There have been many world changing events throughout history.

· The Rise of Empires

· Democracy

· Crusades

· The Rise of Nationalism

· And World Wars

I found a website online that asked people to list the top five world changing events of all time. This is what I found:

Post:

1) Nuclear bombing in 1945: Unleashed the possibility of human race extinction by having very powerful weapon.

2) French Revolution of 1789: Without the French revolution, the idea of citizenship and equality would not spread across Europe and pave a way to the 19th century. (Obviously European Opinion)
3) Discovery of Americas in 1492: It opened world to global trade, competition, and new ideas. 

4) Battle of the Milvan Bridge 312 or : Established religious equality (Christian – Pagan)

Roman Christianity380 This act nailed the old order of the antiquity and with its system of polytheism.

5) The fall of Babylon in 539BC: Persian empire for the first time unified much of the known world, and its intellectual imprint had influenced Greek, Jewish and Semitic nations for centuries.

Post:

1) Industrial Revolution - This fuelled the way for European dominance and the worlds greatest empires

2) Discovery of the Americas - Opened trade and commerce around the globe

3) American War of Independence - Gave birth to a new nation with great potential

4) Pearl Harbour – Japanese woke a sleeping giant – Revealed America as most powerful country. 

5) Act of Union 1707 - Without this there would be no British Empire & world would be very different

Post:  (Best Answer Chosen)

1) The fall of Rome:  teaches us decay from within. Rome was not conquered but destroyed itself.

2) The birth of Christ:  gave rise to Christianity - impacts the development of the West and science.

3) The death of Christ:
4) Discovery of DNA: medical application of this this will cure diseases over the next decades.

5) The black plague:  killed half the world in the 1300's.

I don’t think any of these comes close to the 5 most world changing events.
Primarily because the world doesn’t accept the true historic nature of any of the real top five:

· The expulsion from the Garden of Eden – Living in a fallen and cursed world
· The Flood – Evidence to the world that a God exists that will judge and punish sin
· The Tower of Babel – Proof that man can not reach God on his own
· The Exodus – Evidence that God wants to save us from the curse
· And the Birth of Christ (The Death and Resurrection of Jesus)
The main point is that none have happened without loss and pain.

Today we celebrate one of the greatest change moments since the fall of the Roman Empire. Today, 234 years ago, 56 men approved a document drafted by a committee of 5, written by one Thomas Jefferson who was 33 years old at the time. Much of its content was not original with Jefferson however, it had been discussed in the congress for the previous 2 years, and some believe today that Jefferson relied on Thomas Paine for much of the document. And the Declaration was officially signed August 22. But July 4, 1776 was a day the world changed!
This Declaration, though war had already broken out between the colonies and England, was the stake in the ground that changed the course of History. Not since Rome, had a nation grown to have so much power, influence in the world.

When in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.  (Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776)
And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others mocking said, "They are filled with new wine."  (Acts 2:12-13)
Now these two documents don’t fit together contextually, but I thought it was funny. Actually what Acts 2 is referring to is Pentecost and the Disciples speaking in tongues. This too was a declaration of independence of followers of Christ from the chains of religion (particularly Judaism).

As you know, Peter responded with, “these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.” (Acts 2:15)
However, perhaps with one more contextual leap, the crowd’s response wasn’t entirely wrong. They were indeed filled with a ‘new wine’ according to a parable Jesus told in all three synoptic gospels (that is Matthew, Mark and Luke).
Our text will come from Luke. Luke 5:27-39  if you would like to read along.

After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said to him, "Follow me." And leaving everything, he rose and followed him. And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and others reclining at table with them. And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?" And Jesus answered them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance."
- Luke 5:27-32

And they said to him, "The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink." And Jesus said to them, "Can you make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days."




- Luke 5:33-35
He also told them a parable: "No one tears a piece from a new garment and puts it on an old garment. If he does, he will tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match the old. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the skins and it will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins.
 - Luke 5:36-38
Only Luke adds the comment of Luke 5:39

And no one after drinking old wine desires new, for he says, 'The old is good.'"

How can we manage change? Change that is inevitable if we have signed our declaration to be independent from Religion to follow Jesus.

Let go of the past and Look out for problems
The founding fathers weren’t thinking only of their welfare, but that of the country they were creating. To manage the change Christ calls us to, our attitudes and decisions must put the Kingdom of God above ourselves.

In the Declaration, Thomas Jefferson wrote this truth:

…accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.   (Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776)
And no one after drinking old wine desires new, for he says, 'The old is good.'" - Luke 5:39
Change is hard! In Church context this truth would be stated like this: Churches grow old, small, and die because we are unwilling to change traditions. We are too often willing to suffer: declining membership, funding, deteriorating of building and property, because we don’t want the ‘church’ to change which is necessary to meet the needs of a changing community.
One day I wont be here, you wont be here. The church will only survive us if our decisions are best for the Kingdom rather than best for any of us.

A pastor once told me that change brings failure, sin and weakness to the surface.
Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.  – Romans 7:4-6
If we are willing to let go of the past, to allow Christ to bring change in us and around us in the Church, how do we manage trouble that will come with it?

Look into God’s Promises

Jesus came to call sinners to repentance!

And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."  - Matthew 9:35-38
Look up to God’s Presence

The Declaration of Independence’s most famous and memorized line is: We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
(Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776)
The founding father’s of our great nation, looked up to God’s Presence to anchor the truth!

The greatest way to be strengthened and empowered to manage the change that following Jesus will bring is to depend on Him completely. Do what He says to do, become a laborer in the harvest fields, pray for more workers, trust Him!

At the founding of this country, those men in Congress weren’t politic-ing like that do today. They weren’t looking to retain their power in government. They were declaring war with what was the greatest Army of that time. They were farmers preparing to go head to head with special forces. On their own land. They were committing treason and knew full well what would happen to them if they lost. But there were fighting for Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness. They were fighting for truth, Justice and the American way.

It is hard, but it is worth fighting for.

My closing question to you this morning is this: Is Faith in Jesus worth fighting for? Is it worth the pain and loss of change?

This is what Jesus said:
So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. "Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person's enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.






– Matthew 10:32-39
I need this change. You need this change. The question is are the evils still sufferable to you, or have you suffered enough to declare the causes which impel you to separate from the ways of this world? To Declare your independence from sin.
