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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.  – John 15:5-8
The proof that we are disciples of Jesus is the fruit we will bear. But we can not determine the fruit we will bear, only what we will do to cultivate fruitfulness.

Notice that bearing much fruit is decided by “Whoever abides in me”.

Discipleship is abiding not standing by, it is following not agreeing with.

How are we doing with discipleship at the Ann Arbor Free Methodist Church?

In his book, Divine Conspiracy, Dallas Willard outlines three aspects of discipleship making: “we must be disciples, we must intend to make disciples, and we must know how to bring people to believe that Jesus really is the one.”
We Must Be Disciples

Some wish to hear the word of God, others wish to receive it. – Anonymous
The question is, which are we, here, at the Ann Arbor Free Methodist church? Are you, am I, content to come to church each week to hear the word of God, or do we seek to receive it into our hearts and lives?

Christian discipleship is more than being a believer - it's about being a follower!
Are we looking to drink deep, understand it, and allow it to change our lives?  I look around and believe that we are becoming a church of disciples. For the last year we have been hearing the Word, studying what it means for our lives, and taking action. We are becoming doers of the word and not hearers only.

· Wed. Night Kids of the Kingdom

· Wed. Night Prayer Ministry

· Supporting Jaime Taylor

· Visiting the Neighbors

· A Block Party for the Community

· VBS

Now we must continue walking that path, without becoming discouraged if we do not see fruit immediately. We may find ourselves working hard and not seeing results. Being uncomfortable and not knowing what God will do with our sacrifice. Changing our habits to put God first and not seeing growth.

The decision to grow always involves a choice between risk and comfort. This means that to be a follower of Jesus you must renounce comfort as the ultimate value of your life.
--John Ortberg

Christian discipleship begins when you make an active choice to get to know Jesus better. By God's grace, it is then accomplished in several ways: 

· You can study His Word daily and spend time alone with Him in prayer.

· You can become a member of a Bible-teaching church fellowship. 
· You can seek out the companionship of other Christians who are growing with Christ. 
· You can participate in ministry and meet the needs of other believers. 
· You can share what you're learning about Christ with others, just like all the original disciples did.

We Must Intend to Make Disciples

Dallas Willard writes: …we [should] intend to make disciples and let converts happen instead of intending to make converts and let disciples happen…we are not talking about the duties of full time ministers, but the duty of a friend, a neighbor…
That is a slap in the face to many Christians and Churches! For a long time, it seems the focus of Christianity has been ‘getting people saved’. But Jesus NEVER commanded us to do that!

It is the Holy Spirit that converts the hearts of people. We can bring people to believe that Jesus really is the ONE, but God Himself, by grace through faith, saves each of us.

But we ARE commanded to make disciples. To do that we must first BE Disciples.
Next, we must focus on walking with one another to keep ourselves following Jesus when we are tired, or discouraged, or wondering ‘what’s the point?’

We have been doing this all year studying:

· What We receive from God when we follow – the gifts from The Ultimate Gift for 13 weeks

· What we give to others from God – 13 weeks on Evangelism and what the Gospel is

· And now the meaning and work of being disciples

It needs to be our prayer that God will make converts and bring them here as we continue to be disciples, making disciples, and pointing the way to Christ to all the people we can.

It may seem at times that we should be trying to bring people into the church, but what good would we do any who come if we are not prepared to make them into disciples? I believe that as we prepare ourselves to be faithful followers, we will begin to see more and more people entering this church looking for the same thing. Then we will be able to help them do what we are doing to draw closer to Christ.

And if you look around, that has already begun to happen! Because the last aspect of discipleship is now happening here too. We are bringing people to believe that Jesus really IS the One.

We Must Bring People to Believe that Jesus Really IS the One

Look at the success of our VBS this year!  17 kids attended! This is because we have been bringing people. But it was a lot of work for our little church.

Some may have thought it was too much work. Some may have questioned if we would have any kids come out. But we were able to see the success this time.

What do we do when we are working hard and sacrificing and it seems like it isn’t making any difference?

We keep doing what God calls us to do.

There is no success without sacrifice. If you succeed without sacrifice it is because someone has suffered before you. If you sacrifice without success it is because someone will succeed after.







--Rick Joyner

