7 Deadly Sins: Envy

A Sermon by Pastor R. D. Johnson

Preached at the Ann Arbor, MI Free Methodist Church

Scripture Text:
Matthew 23:29-33, 5:10
September 19, 2010

Sermon #0220
For 11 weeks we have been learning about Discipleship and how to experience healthy spiritual growth, how to draw closer to God. For 6 of those weeks we have studied the Deadly Sins:

1) Anger-Justice

2) Gluttony-Moderation

3) Lust-Purity of heart

4) Pride-Faithfulness
5) Greed-Hope


6) Laziness-Obedience

And today we consider the last of 7: Envy.

An old Jewish story says:

A man must always be considerate of the feelings of his neighbors. So, for instance, if I went out to the fair and did well, sold everything and made a good profit, I never failed to tell my neighbors that I lost every cent and was a ruined man. Thus, I was happy and my neighbor was happy. But if I had really been cleaned out at the fair, I made sure to tell my neighbor that, never since God made fairs, had there been a better one. You get my point? So then I was miserable and my neighbor was miserable.

Do Not Envy the Unrighteous

The unrighteous:

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  – Matthew 5:10
The righteous:

So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up.  – Matthew 27:17-18
In his book “7 Saving Graces”, Steve DeNeff gives an analogy of driving in traffic.

· Those who drive in the lane that is ending until the last second and cut in versus those who wait in the long line of cars.

· I now drive to St. Clair Shores every day and I can tell you that I tend to seek out the faster lane. I don’t know if that is wrong necessarily.

The kind of person most susceptible to envy, then, is the one playing by the rules.

· Or perhaps they are envious of others’ success who aren’t playing by ‘their’ rules. Staying in one lane is not a traffic law. But perhaps those who aren’t good at playing the game would like to believe that it is.

Do Not Seek to be Envied

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, saying, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell?  - Matthew 23:29-33
This may not sound like a scripture dealing with envy. But it is not the Pharisees that are being envious. But they do seek to make others envious of them.

· They build themselves up – building tombs and decorating monuments

· They wash their hands of the evil connected with their fathers – while doing the same

Here, Jesus is warning them that their high positions have blinded them to the sin in their own lives. That they seek attention for themselves (which is why they were envious of Him – They were driving along in the fast lane and cut to the front of the line and then became angry that Jesus drove on past them.)

But Jesus hadn’t broken the rules as they had. He wasn’t sinful as they were. And He still cared for them like no one else would have! Because He continued:

Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! See, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'"  - Matthew 23:34-39

If anyone ever lived that could be the envy of everyone – it was Jesus. But He did not want to be envied – He gave up far greater position in heaven for the station of a man to save us – He wanted to be loved in return for His love of us.

As a servant is not above his master, do not desire to be envied.

Learn To Be Content

To the Philipians, Paul wrote, “Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”

(Philipians 4:11-13)
· Could you be content: Poor?  Rich?  Slave?  (Many situations are not right or fair)
· This is not to say you shouldn’t attempt to better your situation if you can:

· Make money.  Be generous. Seek freedom.  (Change lanes to get through traffic better)

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." So we can confidently say, "The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?"  - Hebrews 13:5-6

· Be content with the provisions and promises of God

Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.  – I Timothy 6:6-9
· Faith believes God will provide what we need; Envy is sure it will not be enough.

· Faith focuses on God; Envy focuses on others.

· Faith is secure so it can bless those who morn; Envy is insecure so it can only mourn when others are blessed.

Benediction

An envious spirit is one who is not content with what God has provided. Not satisfied with what God has promised. Not willing to wait for His proper time.

Paul closed his first letter to Timothy with these words:

I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at the proper time--he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.  – I Timothy 6:13-16
