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Until 1994, it was believed that the oldest manuscript which we possessed was the St. John papyrus (P52), that we learned about last week, dated at 120 AD. And I said last week that it is the oldest verifiable manuscript, which is true.
However, a manuscript called the Magdalen papyrus (P64), named because it was donated to Magdalen College, Oxford, in 1901, contains portions of 10 verses from the Gospel of Matthew (26:7-8, 10, 14-15, 22-23, 31-33). Dates for the origin of these fragments were tossed around 200-400AD.
In 1953, Colin H. Roberts, a notable British papyrologist, declared that these papyrus fragments were probably from the late second century A.D. And since many scholars agreed. The most convincing reason for this 180-200AD date was the writing on both sides of the papyrus which indicated that it was written as a codex (book form) rather than as a scroll. Many scholars believe that was the time codexes began to be used.
However, these were beginning to make their appearance during the Gospel period. In his final letter, Paul requested Timothy to bring his notebooks to him.  (2 Timothy 4:13)

βιβλίον (Biblion)  was the singular for scroll and βίβλῳ (Biblo) - plural (collection of scrolls as in the ‘book of Moses’ Mark 12:26) and βιβλους (Biblos) – plural many individual scrolls  βιβλίῳ  (Biblio) – John uses for ‘This book’ (John 20:30)
Βιβλία (Biblia) – used only three times  John 21:25 “world itself would contain the books written”  Revelation 20:12  and II Timothy 4:13
It would be 40 years later that advanced technology would reveal that these three small fragments are apparently the oldest New Testament manuscripts in existence, contemporaneous with the Apostles themselves and other eye witnesses! 

In 1994, Dr. Carsten Peter Thiede, Director of the Institute of Basic Epistemological Research in Paderborn, Germany, used a scanning laser microscope to more carefully examine these fragments.

A scanning laser microscope can now differentiate between the twenty micrometer (millionth of a meter) layers of papyrus, measuring the height and depth of the ink, and can even determine the angle of the stylus used by the scribe. Dr. Thiede compared the fragments with four other known references: a manuscript from Qumran, dated to 58 A.D.; one from the Herculaneum, dated prior to 79 A.D.; one from Masada, dated between 73-74 A.D.; and one from the Egyptian town of Oxyrynchus, dated 65-66 A.D. He astounded the scholastic world by concluding that the Magdalen fragments were either an original from Matthew's Gospel, or an immediate copy, written while Matthew and the other disciples and other eye witnesses were still alive!
Strong Love

a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined at table. And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, "Why this waste?

– Matthew 26:7-8
But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me.



– Matthew 26:10
There was a disciple who could not give. He could not see this act as anything other than a waste. One would think by his words that it could have been sold and the money given to the poor, that he had an attitude of giving, but that’s not it. One gospel writer told us that he carried the money bag and used to help himself to it.

But I don’t believe that was the reason for his reaction to this act. This was a selfless act of love. Giving all she had to Jesus. 

· Some have claimed that Lazarus and his sisters were rich and supported the ministry of Jesus, but the only thing we know is that He stayed at their house often.
· They lived in Bethany – village outside of Jerusalem of poor and sick people

· Luke tells the story of a Lazarus and a rich man dying… (Luke 16)
· John gives us the story of the raising of Lazarus (and tells us it was his sister Mary with the expensive ointment) 

Mary gave EVERYTHING and this disciple could not understand that. He couldn’t give.

Jesus once asked who would love more the one forgiven more or the one forgiven less. We could add the one who had been given much or the one given less.

Mary’s brother was brought back from the dead, and Mary had doubted Jesus then. And so she loved much, A love so string it compelled her to give.

Judas did not love and could not give.

Strong Faith

Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, "What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?" And they paid him thirty pieces of silver.






– Matthew 26:14-15
Judas did the only thing he could think of. He forced Jesus to reveal His purpose to the world.

Just as his arguing about the waste of the ointment was not about the money, neither (really) was his betraying Jesus to the Pharisees. Judas was a zealot, and as such believed that Jesus was there to remove the rule of Rome and give power back to the Jews.

He couldn’t understand what Jesus was doing, so he felt the need to force his hand. Certainly if the Pharisees and Romans came after Jesus, He would finally take over.

· This attitude proves itself in the way Judas responded when Jesus allowed Himself to be beaten. Judas lost faith.

· Jesus wasn’t what he expected and so he could not understand faith anymore either…
Strong Spirit

And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, "Is it I, Lord?" He answered, "He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me.
– Matthew 26:22-23
Then Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, 'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee." Peter answered him, "Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away."
– Matthew 26:31-33
Jesus didn’t single Judas out, He said they would all fall away, but neither did He condemn them. He told them He would raise up and meet them in Galilee.

Judas didn’t trust Jesus, and so his faith was misguided (and lost), his love was worldly (and unable to give), and his flesh weak.

· But all the disciples’ flesh was weak!  Peter ended up denying Jesus 3 times!

· We MUST remain strong in the Spirit, or like Judas we will nut understand Jesus, not understand love, and not understand giving, and we will lose faith.
The earliest manuscripts of the NT give us the best practical advice: Remain Strong!






