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Two ships have sailed, North and East, Ownership and Stewardship. This morning we travel South into the heart of the human experience. When man was first created, God said it is not good that the man should be alone. (Gen 2:18) He then created the woman as a helper to the man, to complete him. But it was not just marriage relationships that we were created to need. We were created to live in community. It is the reason societies formed, why people gather together into clans, villages, cities, and nations.
We long to belong. And so today we sail the Member-ship.

What does it mean to become a member of a church? Is it really that important to become a member of a local church? Is it wrong to move membership to another church? Can’t we simply follow Christ and attend church services with others who are following Christ?

Illustration:  We attended Ypsi Free (and did ministry) for 3 years before becoming members


Why did I choose membership?

· I was called to be a pastor and needed first to be a member

· I didn’t understand what membership was until taking a class for ordination
Church membership is biblical and valuable to the life of a Christian.

In I Corinthians, Paul exhorts the Corinthian church to remove a brother from their ranks who was unrepentant in sin. Paul's formal exclusion of the sinner at Corinth presupposes formal inclusion. Church membership meant something in the early church…
I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world.  But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler - not even to eat with such a one.  For what have I to do with judging outsiders?  Do you not judge those who are within the church?  But those who are outside, God judges.  Remove the wicked man from among yourselves.
– 1Corinthians 5:9-13
Paul is calling for the exclusion of this immoral brother, which would imply that it meant something to be included in that church. So what does membership in the church mean?
Football has many involved fans, but only the members of a team share in a victory.
Attendees (fans)




Members (team) 

Come to be served / entertained


Come to serve / enlightened
Curious Seekers




Committed and Saved

Identifies with the world



Identifies with God
Required:

· Salvation – Baptized and Forgiven
· Commitment to local church and to developing ministry to local community
· Submission to the authority of the Pastor, and leadership team of the church

Benefits:
Family

For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.  – Ephesians 2:18-22
Encouragement

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  – Hebrews 10:23-25
· Church membership is a church's corporate testimony to an individual member's salvation.
Discipleship

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.  – Romans 12:1-8
As a member of a church you truly get F.E.D. (Family, Encouragement, Discipleship)

Don’t simply be a fan of Jesus, be on the team!

I Plan to hold a membership class in January or February.






