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Intro Special Music

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  - Psalms 95:1-2
The Greatest thing about Christmas!

· Baby

Music

Family
Food/cookies

· Tree

Lights

Snow

presence?

God’s greatest gift to mankind is His presence among us.

Sin drove us from His presence

· And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. – Genesis 3:8

· Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden.  – Genesis 4:16

God’s Grace and Compassion brought us back

And he said, "My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest."  - Exodus 33:14

This morning we remember the day that God’s presence was with man, not only in Spirit, but as a man Himself. The moment Jesus was born, God entered our world, He dwelt among us and we beheld His glory, the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  – Psalms 16:11
By His presence, we can sail the fellow-ship.

The Fellowship

that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
– I John 1:3-7

Our sin broke our fellowship with God. Through Old Testament times God managed an association with people, His chosen people, but only through strict holiness law. But a day was coming, its timing set before the foundation of the world, one of the most significant days in all of human history, second only to the death and resurrection of Christ.

God, opened the door, and made fellowship possible again. Sadly, no one would have or could have guessed how it would happen.

· Revealed to Persians

· Announced to shepherds

· Presented in a feeding trough in a small cave

But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.  – I Corinthians 1:27-29
It is not the birthday of Jesus that we should focus on at Christmas, which is more likely early October, but the fact of his incarnation as one of us, able to have fellowship with us once again. Though it was his death and resurrection that assured a lasting fellowship, it was that birth that brought mankind most fully into His presence.  And so the greatest thing about Christmas is the presence.

And God is still saying to us today, in the words of the Ghost of Christmas Present, “Come in and know Me better man!”

Does Christmas fill you with

· The hope of knowing God more?

· The love for God that requires all your heart, mind, soul and strength?

· The joy of your Lord which strengthens you to serve Him?

· The peace that comes with the presence of God and a close fellowship with Him?

Or do you like the trees, lights, family, singing, gifts, and snow?

The Compelling Call

What does the Bible say we should be doing with this bubbling hope, love, joy and peace? 

King David wrote a song about it. You can find it in Psalms 105, but we are going to look at the books of I Chronicles chapter 16 this morning, where it was first spoken by David, before it was made into a Psalm. If you are so compelled, turn with me to I Chronicles 16:7-22.

When David had brought the ark up to Jerusalem:

Then on that day David first appointed that thanksgiving be sung to the LORD by Asaph and his brothers. Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples! Sing to him; sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works! Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually!  - I Chron 16:7-11

WHY?

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles and the judgments he uttered, O offspring of Israel his servant, sons of Jacob, his chosen ones! He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. Remember his covenant forever, the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac, which he confirmed as a statute to Jacob, as an everlasting covenant to Israel, saying, "To you I will give the land of Canaan, as your portion for an inheritance." When you were few in number, and of little account, and sojourners in it, wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another people, he allowed no one to oppress them; he rebuked kings on their account, saying, "Touch not my anointed ones, do my prophets no harm!" – I Chron 16:12-22

The Bible says of those that don’t follow Christ: They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,
(II Thes. 1:9)
A Child of the King

Benediction

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.  – Jude 1:24-25






