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This morning we sail the last of our eight ships. We close out 2010 with a call to go forward together into 2011. The last of our works of love series is the partner-ship.

In the movie High School Musical, there is a song called ‘We’re All in This Together’ and that is the point we need to understand this morning.

In 7 years of full-time ministry and 6 years of leading ministry as a layperson before that, I have learned a very important fact, critical to church’s continuing existence. In fact, it is a truth that extends to friendships, marriages and just about any relationship you may have.

That fact is this: All people are sinners. That may seem obvious to you at first, but it still amazes me how quickly we forget that the people around us aren’t God.

I am not saying as Believers that we continue to live in sin, but that we are still prone to sin even when our motivation and intentions are good. We just can’t control how our actions are perceived. I say something that is heard another way and I have sinned against my brother.

God knows what I am thinking, what I am feeling, what things upset me and what things make me mad. He knows what I believe, what I hope for and what would encourage me. He knows how to inspire me, how to make me feel loved and how to earn my trust.

But like most people, I naturally expect that all of you know that as well. But the human problem with relationships is this: You can’t know any of that unless I tell you!

· How can you know what encourages me unless I tell you?

· How can you know what hurts my feelings if I don’t let you know?

· How can you know how to help me, if I don’t let you know what helps?

I have also discovered there is no way to avoid hurting people’s feelings. I could say something that is taken differently that the way I intended it. I could not say something and be thought rude. So whether I open my mouth or keep it shut someone assumes a sinful intention that I do not have.

The bible gives us no way to avoid offense, only a way to correct it in Christian love.

Matthew 18:15-17.  It is God’s command that if someone hurts us, we confront them about it in love to restore the relationship. That is what the Bible calls being a peacemaker.

Why is it commanded that we confront the Christian brother or sister that has hurt us? Because 9 times out of 10, that other person has no idea that what they did or said hurt you. So all the time you grow more and more angry or worse hateful towards that person, he or she has no idea why you have all of a sudden began treating them badly.

In those 9 cases, if you have confronted them right away, they would have been remorseful and asked your forgiveness, now knowing what to stop saying or doing for your sake, and the relationship would have grown stronger.

Peacemaking and Matthew 18 is not the central point of the sermon this morning, but it is critical to what comes next.

We MUST, and I don’t say this lightly. We are commanded, called, required, expected, to stick together. We must stay strong, undivided, in partnership with the Holy Spirit because what is coming will destroy us if we are divided.

This morning is an introduction to what we will be walking through all next year beginning with a 6 month study of the book of Revelation. Next year we will begin to go deeper into the truth of God and the enemy will do everything he can to tear us down to stop that from happening. The devil has no problem with Christians that have no depth of spiritual understanding. They are easy for him to manipulate and turn astray.

This morning, turn with me to Matthew 24 because Jesus had some very important things to say about the time that we are now living in.

Matthew 24

For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel.  – Ezra 7:10

The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful-- for he cannot deny himself. Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about words, which does no good, but only ruins the hearers. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness, and their talk will spread like gangrene.  – 2 Timothy 2:11-17







