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Scripture Text:
John 3:1-15

A group of tourists were visiting a village in Europe. As they walked by an old man sitting beside a fence, one tourist asked, “Were any great men born in this village?” The old man replied, “Nope, only babies.”
No great person begins great; great things start small and become great.

· A farm boy from North Carolina
- became Billy Graham.

· A poor Macedonian girl


- became Mother Teresa.

· A Poor German monk


- became Martin Luther.

· A poor uneducated fisherman

- became Peter, the first leader of the Church.

· Even Jesus, the greatest person who ever lived, was born humbly in a barn, attended by animals and shepherds.

· Microsoft was started by a college dropout.

· America began with a bloody war of farmers overcoming an organized army.

· The Christian church was started by the murder and resurrection of its founder.

If something has a great start, it usually burns out quickly. Like a shooting star, burns bright but only for a short time. A down pour of rain is brief while rain showers can last all day. Our church will become great for God’s purposes in our community, believe it, but it will not be built overnight. We are small, but beginning to grow.

And our Scripture text comes from John 3:1-15. I will paraphrase a bit.

There was a Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, “We know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.”

Jesus declared, “No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”

Nicodemus questioned how a man can be born again from his mother. And Jesus said it’s not being born again of water but of Spirit. “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.”

Jesus said, “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

(John 3:8)

Jesus said you are a teacher and still do not understand. “I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven--the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”
(John 3:12-15)

What did Jesus mean by that?

When the Israelites were 40 years in the wilderness, they complained about Moses, about God leading them out of Egypt to die, and about the manna God sent from heaven to feed them. So God sent venomous snakes that bit them and many died.

When the people repented, God had Moses lift up a bronze snake on a pole. Anyone who turned and looked at it would survive the snake bites.

In that, Jesus was saying that we have all been bit by Satan and corrupted by sin that will destroy us. But when He is lifted up on the cross, whoever would repent and turn to Him would be saved, brought into a new, eternal life. Born again, of the Spirit, immune to the wages of sin, to live forever with God.
We have a call that demands a lifestyle that will bring life and growth to our church.
The Call: How is a Christian Born?

Mental consent (belief) leads to a heart decision (repentance) to a vocal admission (confession) to a pledge of commitment (baptism). That is how we receive the gift of God, the process of being born again. We believe, repent, confess and get baptized.

Our believing the truth demands a decision. Either we repent and turn to Jesus to live or we reject what He has done for us and die to be eternally separated from God.

If we repent and confess our sin, and our need for a savior, we are conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit into eternal life.

However, one can not live serving two masters, so another decision needs to be made. Do I live to enjoy my physical earthly life and still-birth my Spirit life, Or do I murder my earthly life to be born alive to the spirit to live forever with God?

Now I’m not talking about some kind of ritual suicide, but figuratively about dying to self, burying my earthly wants and desires so that my Spiritual wants and desires will live because both can not survive in one person. If we don’t choose Spirit, our Flesh will win.

This dying to self is an inner decision and commitment that is expressed in Baptism.
The story is told that when the Gospel was first preached on the island of Barbados, several accepted the invitation to be baptized. When they arrived at the water for the baptismal service the women were dressed in nightgowns and the men in striped pajamas. The missionaries were afraid this might be misunderstood and urged the candidates to change their clothes. They refuse. The missionaries allowed it reluctantly and decided to be sure this didn’t happen the next time. Before the next baptismal service, the missionaries attended a funeral and noticed the corpse was dressed in pajamas. It was explained, “We believe when a person dies, he goes to sleep, so we are buried in our sleep wear.”

Then the missionary understood. The baptism had been explained as a burial and the candidates wore their burial clothes. (Missionary Illustrations p.76)

They were convicted to choose the Spirit, to die to self. What caused this conviction?

For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!


(2 Corinthians 5:14-17)
· If we say we believe, and do not express that commitment by baptism, then either

· we don’t believe, or

· our faith may be in danger of being the seed that fell among the thorns, which grew up but was choked off and killed by the thorns. Our flesh, which we did not choose to kill causes our Spirit life to be stillborn.

· If we say we believe and commit to follow Jesus by identifying with Him in His death and resurrection through baptism, the Spirit strengthens us to defeat the temptations of the world to sin. God can make our soil fertile and our fruits 100 fold.

And so we are baptized. We are saved and forgiven by grace through faith. But we tell the world of our commitment to living out our faith by being baptized.

In Acts 8:35-38, Philip led the eunich to a saving faith in Christ, but it was the eunich’s commitment, compelled by the Love of Christ to say, “Look, here is water; why shouldn’t I be baptized?” (Acts 8:36) And Philip baptized him.

So a Christian is Born Again of the Spirit by faith alone, but born healthy and able to overcome the flesh by the commitment evidenced in baptism.
We have a call that demands a lifestyle that will bring life and growth to our church.

The Lifestyle: What is Expected of a New Believer?

What follows the conception of a new believer by the power of the Holy Spirit through saving faith, and the commitment to die to self and live that new life evidenced by Baptism, is a life of Obedience.

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 continues with:

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin  for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.





(2 Corinthians 5:18-21)
· God expects us to be obedient to represent Him and His offer of salvation to a lost and dying world. To proclaim as Peter did, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
(Acts 2:38)

· God expects us to seek His Sanctifying grace and to be ourselves filled with the Spirit.

· He expects new believers to find help from other believer to keep the worldly man dead and in the grave. Discipleship and accountability.

· He expects new believers to grow and not remain new baby Christians. We can’t make ourselves grow anymore than a child can grow taller by hanging by his arms all day. But God can make us grow healthy if we desire it and allow Him to do it.

Nothing God expects is anything we can do in our own power or ability, only what we can commit to and desire more than anything else. God’s grace enables our obedience, makes our witness bold, Sanctifies us entirely, keeps us accountable and grows us in Christ. We must simply hate sin, reject the world, repent, and desire God’s love and grace. That’s what’s expected of new believers.

Repent and be baptized, or turn from the world to Christ and commit everything to Him.

We have a call that demands a lifestyle that will bring life and growth to our church.

The Result: Life & Growth
The Church NEEDS revival!

What it’s not.

· First, revival is not a 4-5 day preaching session on repentance. Revival can take place in such meetings, but it is not the only method of reviving the body of Christ.
· It is not primarily for the lost, but to ‘revive’ the saved. “The Passion of the Christ” is a revival movie.

What it is.

· It is a moving of the Spirit in Power to change and motivate believers to greater obedience and Christ-likeness. 

How does revival come? And How can we keep it going?  By total commitment to the will of God at the expense of our selves, and strong constant prayer for God to move among us.

If revival is measured by renewed commitment, repentance and an increase in active membership/attendees, then we are in revival!  What we need now is prayer for growth in the church family, and God adding to our numbers daily those who are being saved. We need to be on our knees asking God to send us those prepared by Him to receive His grace. And we must be ready to raise them up in faith!
We have a call that demands a lifestyle that will bring life and growth to our church.
We must be born again, and when we are we must be committed and obedient to Christ, and when we are we must pray like never before that God will enlarge the harvest where we are planted.

Who’s with me!?
