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A man called up a radio talk show I was listening to this week and said he was Agnostic. That’s fine for someone to believe you can’t really know something, but then he gave his reason for being an agnostic. It wasn’t because he was studying truth and simply couldn’t be convinced one way or another. He said he had a problem with ‘organized religion’. He said he didn’t like that if you were a Christian you would have to believe that all Muslims were going to hell. It was too narrow-minded for him, that just because they didn’t follow Jesus they deserved to go to hell.

Narrow-minded…  I thought about that for a while. I guess it would be narrow-minded to believe something and think everyone who disagrees with you is wrong and deserve to be punished…

So I decided to be an agscientic. I don’t think anyone can really be sure that their idea of science is the correct one. I don’t like that if I were a scientist for example that I would have to believe that those who believe that can fly and jump off of buildings deserve to fall to the ground and die just because they have a different understand of science than I do.

So I would be an agscientic. Someone can’t tell me that my way of looking at science is wrong…     UNLESS   some things are true whether I accept them or not!!!!

Does it seem narrow-minded to you that:

· Gravity is the force that holds you to the earth?   -   Or is it True?

· The earth gets it’s light from the Sun?  -  Or is it True?

· Oxygen is required to live?  -  Or is it TRUE?

· Mankind is sinful?  -  Or is it True?

· Man could NEVER be good enough to please a Holy God?  -  Or is it True?

· We NEED God to save us or we are lost?  -  Or is it True?

You see, that statement is leading “just because they didn’t follow Jesus they deserved to go to hell” implies that God sends people to hell for rejecting Jesus. That’s not true.

God ACTUALLY  rescues people from going to hell for ACCEPTING Jesus.

· Firemen don’t make people burn to death if they reject their help!

· The earth doesn’t MAKE people splatter because they refuse to open their parachute.

God is in the Rescuing business, and that is why He gave us the book of Revelation.

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.  – Revelation 1:1-3

The revelation was not to John, but to Jesus. And Jesus sent it to John because He knew John would make it known.

· John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne,   Rev 1:4

· and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood   Rev 1:5

· and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.   Rev 1:6

· Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.   Rev 1:7
"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."   - Revelation 1:8
As we are beginning to study the Book of Revelation, we should begin with an overview:

· Author:  John the Disciples – writer of the Gospel, and three letters.  Justin Martyr (110-165) attributed authorship to this John (Justin Martyr – Dialogue with Trypho Ch 81)
· Date:  68AD (Nero)  or 81-96AD (Domitian)  - most scholars lean towards Domitian

· Historic Premillennial

- Book relates to the life of the church, 1000yr reign

· Amillennial



- Same as above but no 1000yr reign

· Dispensational Premillennial
- 19th century   - Left Behind like

· Postmillennial
- 18th century   - Book refers only to John’s day and world will be made perfect through preaching so Christ can return

· Over 60 visions

The Vision of 7

Revelation 1:9-11

I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, "Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."

Audience is specific (and future)

Revelation 1:12-16
Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw
· seven golden lampstands,

· and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest.

· The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow.
· His eyes were like a flame of fire,
· his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace,

· and his voice was like the roar of many waters.

· In his right hand he held seven stars,

· from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword,

· and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.

What would you do if you saw all this? What did it mean to the seven churches it was addressed to? Would they have understood it? Does it mean anything to us today?

Fearful or Wonderful Vision

Revelation 1:17-20

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, "Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

Fear Not!   Jesus has won!  And all that will follow will prove it.






