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As we walk the next 7 weeks through Revelation chapters 2-4 and the letters to each of the 7 churches in Asia, we will also consider the Armor of God that Paul speaks of in Ephesians chapter 6. We will consider what pieces of that armor each of the Asian churches was missing that put them in the conditions they were in.

This morning we hear first from the last. The last of the churches to be written to, Laodicea, and the warning to put on the full armor of God.

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.  – Ephesians 6:10-13
This is a serious calling! For a serious time.  Those who interpret the 7 letters to the churches as periods of time in the history of the church would say that the Laodicean church is the one that represents our own time, perhaps beginning in the 20th century through the time Jesus returns or raptures the Church. I pray this isn’t accurate since the church of Laodicea is the only one of the 7 that God had no good thing to say about.

Laodicea was the end point for several Roman aqueducts making it a commercial boom town in Asia Minor. But by the time the Romans took over it was already thriving. It was known for a flourishing banking industry, textile and wool trading, and had a lucrative medical school that developed ear and eye ointments.

They had money…. produced eye medicine…. and Sold nice clothes….

And ironically God says For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. (Rev. 3:17)

The city of Hieropolis (just a few miles north of Laodicea) sat on hot springs that were used as spas for nearly 200 years before Christ.  Colossae, another nearby city produced cold springs, which was another valued commodity.  But many historians say that the water brought to Laodicea by the aqueducts was temped and tasteless. So the comparison of the Laodicean church to luke-warm water would have been a profound criticism.

Overly concerned with their wealth and status, the church had sold out to the culture and lost its usefulness to the Kingdom of God. By the middle-ages, the city of Laodicea was nothing more than a mess of ruins on a hill and remain the same today.

Considering that sad history, let us read what the angel told John to write to Laodicea.

"And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 'The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God's creation. "'I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'"  - Revelation 3:14-22
In Ephesians, Paul tells the Church to put on the full armor of God so we can stand against the devil, against the spiritual forces of evil, against this present darkness, but the Laodicean church was naked. Sadly this condition is also familiar to our own American churches.

The attitude at churches like Laodicea is illustrated by this new book:

The Laodicean Church announces publication of "Church Songs," whose title, according to the editor, was chosen because "We didn’t want to turn anybody off with threatening words that no one understands anymore like ’worship’ or ’hymn.’ People in today’s society get kind of uncomfortable with too much talk about things like commitment and dedication. They’d much rather have a religion that they can turn on or off at will. Our book seeks to meet that need."

The ‘Table Of Contents’ includes the following:

*A Comfy Mattress Is Our God

*Above Average is Thy Faithfulness

All Hail the Influence of Jesus’ Name

Amazing Grace, How Interesting the Sound

I Lay My Inappropriate Behaviors on Jesus

*I Surrender Some

*I’m Fairly Certain That My Redeemer Lives

*My Hope is Built on Nothing Much

*Spirit of the Living God, Fall Somewhere Near Me

*Take My Life and Let Me Be

What an Acquaintance We Have in Jesus

*Where He Leads Me, I Will Consider Following
To rid our church of these attitudes, we need to focus our lives on God, on living according to the Spirit and not the flesh. We MUST stop living according to our pagan culture. We need a spiritual heart transplant!
Our Church Is…

Are there ways that our church is like the church in Laodicea? Perhaps. But let’s first consider the good things. Everyone find a piece of paper and write this: “My Church IS…
I want to gather these at the end of the service and would like everyone’s thoughts. You don’t need to write your name on it unless you want to, but finish that sentence with something you like about this church, or some way we are following the lead of Christ, or something we are doing to welcome people and growing in our faith.

This is very important so please write something as we continue.

Some have misinterpreted this letter to mean that if we are hot, we are useful for the kingdom as saved people, and if we are cold we are useful to God’s kingdom as unsaved pawns, but those who live partway in the church and partway in the world are useless.

But that is not what the context implies.  BOTH hot and cold water are useful, but one is not good and the other bad.  If fact God goes on to say Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.  This is NOT speaking to saved and unsaved people, but only to believers!

God is telling these believers that have unwittingly lost sight of God in their lives and have fallen into their culture…   that they aren’t doing any works useful to Him…

· They may go to church but only because they feel they have to.

· They may give, but only their left-overs – not much and not cheerfully

· They may do the right things but not for right reasons

So write down what hot or cold, useful to the kingdom things you value about our church.

The good news this morning is that we can be a church with purpose, all of us committed to follow God and do His will in our lives. And God gives us a great hope for this in our scripture today. Revelation 3:18-20

I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

The cost for us to buy His gold, to buy His pure clothes, and to be given sight is to be earnest and repent. This rebuke comes, He says, because He loves us. He continues to knock and all we have to do is open the door. It is His love that brings this rebuke, and He waits always at the door to our heart longing to enter into every part of our being.
Our Church Can Be…
To him who overcomes, [God says] I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.
(Revelation 3:21)

Now I want you to look at your paper and add another sentence, “My Church Can Be…
It is important that you take a moment right now to write something that we could do to fulfill the purpose of God, or an attitude we could put on to be an example of Christ to the world, or something we could consider to walk closer with Christ.

Consider this rewrite of the House That Jack Built:

~This Is The Church That Jesus Built. 

Jesus did not build a gathering of people in a building once a week. He built a body.

As a part of the Body that God created, you are a determined part for a determined purpose. Don’t fear what the other parts may think about the work you have to do. Instead fear the God who gave you that work if you don’t dedicate yourself to accomplishing it.

~These Are The People Who Were Members Of the Church…
The members of Christ’s church are dedicated to God and to one another.

Members of the church that Jesus built are committed to loving God above all else and loving each other, caring for one another, gently restoring the brother that falls into sin, continually meeting together to lift each other up in Christ. The Church is not a social event, it is a lifestyle. Being a Christian is not a casual decision based on the way others in the church treat us, it is a commitment that invades every aspect of life. A decision we would die for.
~This Is The Growth Produced In The People…
On the day of Pentecost Peter spoke the Wisdom of God and 3000 were added.

God added to their numbers daily and those added devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching. God grows healthy churches. Healthy churches are made of devoted disciples.

~This Is The Wisdom That Brought The Growth…
Wise delegation of ministry enables the Word of God to be spread even more rapidly.

I stand here this morning to assure you that I fear the Lord. I have no agenda but His for this church, and would gladly give my life to see God’s power flow through this part of His body, to sanctify each of us entirely, and to spread His gospel throughout Ann Arbor and beyond.

~This Is The Source Of The Wisdom…
Jesus once asked His disciples, “Who do you say I am?”
(Matthew 16:15)

Jesus, the Christ, the Son of the Living God is the foundation of the Church and the source of the wisdom that produces growth in the members of the Church that Jesus built.

The church in America is unhealthy today because we claim the source but don’t believe it. How can you believe it and NOT be entirely committed? This is Church on purpose. The Church that Jesus built. Our Church if we heed the warnings to the church in Laodicea.






