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Let me begin this morning with a Quote from Thomas Jefferson, from a letter he wrote to his friend General Alexander Smyth, January 17, 1825 at age 82

"It is between fifty and sixty years since I read it [the Book of Revelation], and I then considered it merely the ravings of a maniac, no more worthy nor capable of explanation than the incoherencies of our own nightly dreams ... I cannot so far respect them as to consider them as an allegorical narrative of events, past or subsequent. There is not enough coherence in them to countenance any suite of rational ideas.... What has no meaning admits no explanation. And pardon me if I say, with the candor of friendship, that I think your time too valuable, and your understanding of too high an order, to be wasted on these paralogisms. You will perceive, I hope, also that I do not consider them as reveladons of the supreme being, whom I would not so far blaspheme as to impute to him a pretension of revelation, couched at the same time in terms which, he would know, were never to be understood by those to whom they were addressed."
So the book of Revelation is not worthy or capable of explanation. It is incoherent, has no meaning and is a waste of time to try to understand. And it can’t be from God because God would not ‘reveal’ something to people that He would KNOW would never understand it.

· This according to a 20-something year old statesman and politician.

Mark Twain said,

Suppose you were an idiot and suppose you were a member of Congress. But I repeat myself.
The ability to write a Declaration of Independence, it would seem, does not give one the ability to understand the Bible, nor does 50 or 60 years of ignoring it because it’s hard to understand in ones 20’s…




Easy Explanation

· Revelation chapter 1 was a vision that is explained as we read the letters to the seven churches in chapters 2 and 3. That wasn’t hard – an image of power-love-authority-etc

· Then, those letters we saw, were written to specific churches with instruction for holy living that applied to those churches as well as to us today. We also considered that the letters may also be a prophetic representation of the church through history.

· So far it seems fairly easy to understand, and to explain its meaning. And the next two chapters 4 & 5 are just as clear to those who are being saved. Those we consider today.

After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this."  - Revelation 4:1
Remember that to the church of Philadelphia, Jesus could open a door no one could shut and shut a door no one could open. He said he had set before them an open door.

Then to the Laodiceans Jesus pleaded “Behold, I stand at the door and knock”

· These were two different doors – 1) Jesus controls one and 2) we control the other

And now in chapter 4 we read “a door standing open in heaven” – This is the door Jesus spoke of to Philadelphia, the door to the Kingdom of God.

Notice ‘After this’ – Chp 4 takes place after John write down the seven letters

· Dispensationally after the history periods represented by the seven churches – the end.

We are given a picture, in John’s words what he saw when he entered heavens throne room as best as he could describe it.

At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. (Eze 1:28) Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder,(Eze 1:4,13) and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal.(Eze 1:22) And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, (Eze 1:5-11) and day and night they never cease to say, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!" And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created."
- Revelation 4:2-11

We could look to understand the meaning represented by the four creatures, or we could understand that they are not symbolic but actual creatures. Why would we assume they are actual creatures?  Because the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel saw the same four creatures.

· Compare Ezekiel 1 to Revelation 4 – Slightly different descriptions – but same

Maybe the Man-Lion-Ox-Eagle creature faces represent wisdom-strength-patience-speed

As some have suggested or the for four directions of the Jewish settlements in the Promised land  Lion of Judah- East   Ox-Ephraim-West   Man-Reuben-South  Eagle-Dan-North

Some have even set the meaning to the four gospels for the Christian perspective

Lion-Mark  Ox-Luke  Man-Matthew  Eagle-John

But I tend to believe they are actual creatures (whatever they may symbolize) that God created which stay around his throne offering praise. Seen also by Ezekiel.

Then something happens that Ezekiel did not see,

Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?" And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.
– Revelation 5:1-4

· Man’s sinfulness and rebellion disqualified us – We are unable to effect our OWN destiny! Not only are we unable to save ourselves, but we are unable to finish our race!

Heaven praising God in anticipation…

Man is incapable of completing his own destiny.

And one of the elders said to me, "Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals." And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
– Revelation 5:5-8

This is not hard to understand, it is not cryptic to those who have been covered by the blood of that lamb. The simplest meaning is that He is worthy for us who are not.

And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth." Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down and worshiped.

– Revelation 5:9-14

Worthy is the Lamb







