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Freedom Sunday

This is the second annual Freedom Sunday. Headed by an organization called ‘Not For Sale’.

· 1860 the Free Methodist church was founded over the issue of slavery

· It is now illegal in most of the world – but still practiced

· 75,000 known slaves are trafficked into the US every year

· Toledo is the second highest city in the US for human trafficking

· A runaway will encounter a human trafficker within 48 hours  (Seattle WA- 12)

· The Free Methodist Denomination declared our opposition to modern day slavery at the 2007 General Conference with an addition to our book of Discipline

· Our Denomination has partnered with ‘Not For Sale’ and this morning more than 400 Free Methodist churches are participating in Freedom Sunday.

What we need to do:   Pray          Ask Questions          notforsale website  (right2work)

-- Our Lips Aren’t Sealed --

This morning we are looking at Revelation chapters 6 and 7, the breaking of the first six seals on the scroll that the Lamb was worthy to open.  (Read Rev 6)

· 1st – White horse whose rider has a bow – a crown was given to him – to conquer

The Lion creature (right) called John’s attention

· 2nd – Bright Red horse whose rider had a sword – take peace – men to kill one another

The Ox creature (left) called John’s attention

· 3rd – Black horse whose rider had a pair of scales – famine, expensive food

The Man creature (front) called John’s attention

· 4th – Pale horse whose rider was Death – authority over ¼ of earth

The Eagle creature (back) called John’s attention

· 5th – Martyrs calling for justice and God says wait. (Sardis church letter- white robes)

· 6th – Earthquake – moon turns red, fear of God on earth

What Does It Mean?

White horse  Christ -or- AntiChrist

Prophesy  1st Century -or- Future

John Wesley believed that the accession of Trajan to the Roman throne in 98AD began the opening of the seals. 

· Trajan extended the Roman empire farther east than any other

· Not long after Rome was engaged in a 5 year and very bloody war to the west.

Others believe the White horse represents the Gospel and the rider is Jesus

· Those who reject the rider of the white horse are driven by the red horse to war -> Famine -> Death.

Some believe the 6th seal could refer to the time of Constantine’s conversion when the pagan world was decimated

chapter 7:  Do no harm until the servants of God are sealed  - Then praises to God

Sealing the 144 thousand – then uncountable number before God from the great tribulation

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands,  (Rev. 7:9)

After this… after the four horsemen and the cries of the martyrs.

a) seals are opened at the end of the 1st century and these multitudes are all believers from then to the end.  (Great Tribulation began in the 1st century)

b) seals are opened in the future 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?" I said to him, "Sir, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. "Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."  - Revelation 7:13-17
We are sealed!  What if we were told all this to be sure and to tell others! Our lips aren’t sealed!






