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This morning, let’s begin with a moment of silence.  [Say nothing for 2 minutes]

That was two minutes. Did it seem longer?

I remember a time when there was complete silence in my home for half an hour. The tv was on, but no other sound was made for at least 30 minutes.  It wasn’t because we were watching our favorite tv show. It was 9am on a Tuesday. I would normally have been rushing through the house getting ready to go to work, but that morning neither Melissa or I moved or made a sound, we sat in silence, starring at the tv set. Two planes were being flown into the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center. That was an easy silence to maintain, if fact it may have been longer that 30 minutes before either of us spoke.

Another time when Jade was only 2 or 3 years old, I remember 30 seconds of silence that seemed to last for several minutes. I had to smack her face to break that silence. Jade accidentally knocked a glass vase off the table and it smashed on the floor. The noise of it shocked her and she opened her mouth to cry out but instead stopped breathing. After too much silence I smacked her on the cheek to snap her out of it and she started to cry.

Normally silence is uncomfortable to us.

· Try having a conversation with someone and then not responding for 30 seconds.

It either becomes awkwardly uncomfortable or the other person starts to speak more. But when something really grabs or demands our attention, time can seem to dissolve and we don’t mind or even notice the silence.

I have watched a number of movies in the theater whose story or particular ending leaves me in silence. I once sat silently staring at the screen until the credits stopped rolling and the screen went blank even though those I was with kept asking me to get up to leave.

We have looked at, and into the birth pang events that Revelation tells us will come or have come to begin the end of our world. But now as Revelation 8:1 tells us, “When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.” 
To understand what that silence was all about or why heaven was silent for 30 minutes, I thought we would also have 30 minutes of silence here this morning before singing our closing song and going home…  [turn to leave the stage… turn around…]

But no, that wouldn’t teach us anything about it would it? If we sat in silence here this morning, we wouldn’t experience what Heaven was like for those silent minutes. We would:

· Loose focus and fall asleep

· Become uncomfortable and start talking or go to the bathroom or get up and leave

· Start thinking about what’s for lunch, plans for the rest of the day, or work on Monday

· We might pray, pull out the Bible and read, or try to answer the one question that would be on everyone’s mind, “What on Earth was Pastor Rob Thinking!?”

Why? Because this morning, in this church, we aren’t captivated by what caused 30 minutes of silence in heaven.

Heaven was Never Silent!

· Seven times the Old Testament says “Rejoice in the presence of the Lord”

· Let heaven and earth praise him, … (Psalms 69:34)

· Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD (Psalms 89:5)

· there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents." (Luke 15:7-10)

· And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!" (Revelation 4:8)

It can not be proven, but it seems likely that from the first day of creation until that seventh seal is broken, there has NEVER been a silent moment in heaven, in the presence of God, before His throne.  There is just too much reason to sing out or worship Him in prayers and praises!

Imagine an event that would make all heaven uncomfortably silent…

· The thrill of anticipation of a moment that will change EVERYTHING

· The shock and awe of the unknown – no one had ever opened this scroll before…

· Think of the few things that would make a crowded, loud room, go suddenly silent.

Only God Knows What Comes Next?

Perhaps even the angels in heaven don’t know what comes next.

· Consider the silence of anticipation or expectation that a child must endure on Christmas morning for the endless minutes before anyone else is awake. Or the moment at the Academy Awards just before the Oscar winner is named.

· Or perhaps the silence of fear and dread that a convicted murderer must endure on the day his sentence is pronounced when he doesn’t know if it will be life or death.

Good or bad, the silence is insured only if it is really good or really bad.

· So consider the sinfulness of man. Do we deserve really good or really bad?

We know what it means to be saved by Grace through faith. But how many don’t? Or worse, how many know but have not taken hold of that faith? Once that last seal is broken, there is no stopping the end. Past the point of no return.

Oh, This Can’t End Well!

The Bible doesn’t explain WHY there was silence in Heaven for 30 minutes and scholars and theologians has offered several different meanings for this verse and reasons for the silence.

I believe it was really bad.

Jesus said the road is narrow that leads to heaven and few are those who find it.

A liberal estimate of truly saved people in the world is 20% (most likely less than that)

· Almost 5 Billion people in the world today would be lost!

· I was silent and worried for half a day when 3000 died on 9-11

· Heaven is silent because the seal must be broken, history has to be completed, sin must be completely swept away, and evil must be destroyed.

· God will not allow evil to continue forever but to destroy it, He must also banish all who are controlled by it, those who have refused the only known cure from its chokehold on the human life.

· God may have to banish 5 billion of His most prized creations to a place that was only intended for the Devil and his fallen angels!

Even if those who are saved is 33%, that would be like giving me the choice between rescuing only one of my three children from a fire or letting all three of them die.

God can not allow evil to continue to exist or it would certainly destroy every human life.

Jesus told his disciples that the last days would be shortened or else even the faithful would fall away because of their weakness. If God doesn’t end sin and the creation infected by it to save the faithful, then even the faithful would be lost in its self-destruction!!

What can we do with this knowledge that history will and MUST end? What do we do with the sad knowledge that so many would be lost forever if that last seal were broken today? 

· PRAY!

· It’s time for the Saints of God to pray for those who remain blinded or ignorant or opposed to the salvation God supplied through Jesus.

· It’s time to rescue as many as we can out of the fire of this fallen world

· It is hard to be happy about God’s ultimate victory when we realize what that victory will cost Him!

Our God is Mighty and Awesome in Power. He is able and willing to save all who will hear His voice and, in repentance, give themselves fully into His hands.

So we must seek out the lost, the hurting, the sinners and tax collectors that often get in the way of our clean and orderly Christian lives.

We must pray for and love those who God loves and is continually calling to Himself, who instead of repenting, usually mock us, or curse us, or imprison us, or kill us. God LOVES them, and perhaps our expression of His love and forgiveness will be enough to break their resistance to Him.

We must pray for them, now, before the end arrives and it is too late for so many.

I hope you can all see why, “When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.”

Let’s stand together and pray…

Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.  – Revelation 8:2-5






