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To this point in John’s vision in heaven, we have seen God sitting on a throne with 24 elders all around and 4 living creatures. Then the Lamb, who is Christ, takes a scroll that only He can open and as He breaks open the seven seals, troubles befall the earth. Then after 30 minutes of silence, 6 trumpets are blown which bring destruction and plagues on the earth. Then 3 and a half years or 42 months is defines as a time during which two witnesses will testify to the truth of God. After 3 and a half days of death (or the absence of testimony – whichever way you choose to interpret it) the last of 7 trumpets is blown and a loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever." - Revelation 11:15

Then Revelation 12 presents a break from the flow of end time events. It gives us two perspectives on the history of the world both from God but one in relation to heaven and the other in relation to the earth.

Perspective 1: From Earth

And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.  – Revelation 12:1-5

· The Woman – Physical Israel  then Spiritual Israel

· Baby – Jesus

· Dragon – Satan   1/3 of the stars  -  Demons or fallen angels

· Satan tried to destroy Jesus and when that failed He tries to destroy the Church

· 1,260 days COULD refer to after the 7th trumpet blow

Perspective 2:  (Rev. 12:3-6)  From Heaven

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world--he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!" And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time.  – Revelation 12:7-14

· In Heaven there is no Past or Present or Future!

· Described is the fall of Satan and his angels (took place before the sin of Adam)

· Loud voice cried then saying things that WILL be true at the end of the world!

· From the fall, the Devil has known his time is short.

The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.  – Revelation 12:15-17
Many ideas for what the water represents:

· Pagans in the world (false religions to pollute or destroy the true Faith)

· False Teachers in the Church (heresy and cults – i.e. Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Scientists, Armstrongism, Branch Davidians, etc.  lesser ‘antichrists’

But when He could not destroy Her, (and she is given 42 months of protection) the Devil goes to make war with anyone else who follows Jesus… and stands by the Sea…

And Chapter 13 will reveal the final Anti-Christ.

· Which does imply the 3.5 years after the 7th Trumpet blow







