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One Sunday afternoon in April about 32 A.D. life in Jerusalem was even more busy than a normal first day of the week – not only buying and selling more because no one had worked the day before, but this was the week of Passover and this day many Jews were arriving in Jerusalem from all over the Roman World.

They were in the city sightseeing before Thursday – when the priests would begin slaughtering the family lambs. Sometime in the afternoon word began to spread that someone important was heading into the city from the direction of Bethany.

And that was odd. Bethany? Bethany was a poor village, nobody important lived there, but the locals seemed really excited about it. A traveler asking someone what was going on would have discovered that not long ago a man named Lazarus had walked out of a tomb after being dead 4 days! So this was Lazarus coming to the city for Passover?

No, he found out. The man coming into the city was the one who raised Lazarus from the dead, he was a teacher called Jesus!  As Jesus got closer to the gates of Jerusalem, it became clear – even with the crowd around him –that he was riding a young donkey. Was this Jesus a king?! Could it be… the Messiah?

And it seemed that everyone was getting caught up in this royal entrance. They were shouting ‘Hosanna’ and throwing palm branches onto the path ahead of Jesus. This was certainly going to be a great Passover.

The Son -vs- Antichrist

And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 






– Revelation 13:1-3

There are many different theories about what the symbols here represent – 7 heads, 10 crowns, the appearance – but I will let you look into that on your own if you are interested.

What is clear is that this beast from the sea is the ‘Antichrist’ that the devil raises up out of the world. Called to be the Dragon’s son – heir to the world, which is the Dragon’s kingdom.

Healed from a fatal wound.

Today on Palm Sunday we consider two Triumphal entries (and if not Triumphal, an entrance to be sure)

· One the Son of God – One the son of Satan

· One killed and raised from the dead – One seemingly healed of a fatal wound

· One received and murdered – One received and followed

And the World Chooses to Follow the cheap knock-off of a savior!

And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?" And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven.
– Revelation 13:4-6
I’ll tell you who is like the Beast, or rather who the Beast is trying to be like…

· God sent us His one and only Son.

· Jesus taught with authority for 3 and a half years

Jesus warned us constantly about the death that sin brings and to beware the Devil, and still the world would not listen and follow Him… the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast
The Father -vs- Satan

And they worshiped the dragon,    - Revelation 13:4a

The world rejected God, the Father, when it rejected His Son. But Satan – the god of this world – is given worship and honor.

· Not expressly – most people don’t even realize they are following the authority of the Devil as they live their lives under his control. And the would will not realize it is following the Antichrist as he brings unity to the world and persecutes Christians to death for being so ‘intolerant’.

Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. If anyone has an ear, let him hear: If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.
– Revelation 13:7-10

God has told us – through the prophets, Jesus, and those Christians that have gone before us – that the devil rules this world and will persecute us if we follow Jesus. This morning we celebrate, in part, this fact.

· Palm Sunday was a demonstration of the arrival of God’s Love

· The crucifixion 4 days later was a demonstration of the world’s response

Today, on Palm Sunday, we consider two Fathers

· God, the Father, deserves to be worshipped – Satan, without the world realizing it, IS

· God sent His Love into the world – The Devil raised up his hatred out of the world

If you still don’t see where this comparison is going this morning, there is one more comparison to be made. Our Creator is Father – Son – Holy Spirit

And so the Devil will raise up a son and a prophet so the three of them can replace God.

The Holy Spirit  -vs- Antichrist’s Prophet

Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name.
– Revelation 13:11-17

This second beast from the earth is an obvious counterfeit of the Holy Spirit. It is the Antichrist’s Prophet used to complete Satan’s copy of God.

This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666.  
– Revelation 13:18

666 – I have heard that this number - when letters are equated – match:

· The Roman Emperor Nero

· A Title given to ‘Popes’ by Constantine

· Hitler

· Bill Gates

Others have simply claimed the Antichrist was everyone from Michael Jackson, to George W. Bush, to Barack Obama.

But let me tell you something simple and true. The number 666 does not have to represent a specific person’s name. In chapter 13 of Revelation, John is not describing a specific person who will rule the world before Jesus returns, he is demonstrating how the Devil can only counterfeit everything God does and is. 666 may not be a name, but a code.

6 is the number of a man – 7 is the number of God

So if the trinity is represented by the number 777, doesn’t it make sense that the Devil’s un-holy unity of himself, an antichrist, and a prophet would be represented by John as 6-6-6?

I believe it is healthy for a Christian to be watching for the Antichrist, I keep my eyes open & evaluate leaders (particularly world leaders) to see if any will rise to that calling, but I don’t look for a number, I look for an image. The antichrist will be received by the world as We receive Jesus on Palm Sunday. Then in the name of peace, will kill us as Satan killed Christ!






