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Easter is a day of remembrance. It is a celebration of life and resurrection from the dead, of course, but above that it is a time to remember all that our God has done. Too often we don’t remember very well. Sure, we remember that:

· God created and called it good.

· Sin entered the world and death with it

· God entered the world and died to destroy it

· He returned to heaven and left us who follow Him to call others to life.

But is that the full story? Was God’s plan of redemption so simple it can be reduced to 4 statements? If it can, we reduce the infinite love of God to a hallmark card. This morning, let us consider the plan of God and His call to us as we walk the trail He has created. We will look at this trail in three phases: The Call to Redemption, The Call of the Church, and The Call to You.

There is a song by Regina Spektor that is played at the end of the Chronicles of Narnia movie ‘Prince Caspian’ that tells this story, incidentally titles, ‘The Call’

The Call to Redemption
It started out as a feeling which then grew into a hope,
- Adam-Noah-Abraham-David
· God created man in His own image – to live forever
Adam(0-930) Noah(1056-2006) Abraham(1949-2124) Moses(2355-2475) David(2841-2911)
· God Clothed Adam and Eve
· God saved Humanity through Noah

· God planned Salvation through the faithfulness of Abraham

· God delivered His people from physical bondage through Moses

· God announced His messiah through David
which then turned into a quiet thought, which then turned into a quiet word.
- Prophets-Jesus
· From the days of David until 400B.C., God directed his people with Prophets

Isaiah 40:3 – John the Baptist


Bible Book 40 chapter 3 (Matthew 3) – introduces John the Baptist

John 1:1

Luke 2:40  And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
Luke 2:52  And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.
And then that word grew louder and louder ‘til it was a battle cry.
- Repent and believe
Matthew 3 – John the Baptist

The word grew so loud that this world attempted to silence it permanently.

But the word returned loud and clear after 3 days

Matthew 28:18-20 – The Great Commission

I’ll come back when you call me. No need to say goodbye

- Jesus left the world, not us
· The Disciples, with renewed hope from the resurrection, are left alone again…

and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."  - Acts 1:11

This song evokes strong emotions because of this one line. It implies that the feeling that became a hope that became a thought and then a word, that cried out salvation for mankind, that overcame death…  left us… but left us with a promise…

· The Holy Spirit would come

· Jesus will return the same way they saw Him leave into the clouds

The Call of the Church in History

Just because everything’s changing


- Disciples left to do it alone

The Law was removed – Gentiles entered the church

This was not an easy change. The church argued many times over the requirements for being a follower of Christ. The Disciples had to organize the Church of Christ not only to survive, but to grow until Jesus returns.

doesn’t mean it’s never been this way before.
- Abraham followed God alone

By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. – Hebrews 11:7-8

How often do we feel like no one has ever had to struggle with what we struggle with?

All you can do is try to know who your friends are
- Church, Discipleship, mentoring

Jesus gave us who choose to follow Him a call.  

Matthew 28:18-20 – The Great Commission

“Make Disciples – teach them to obey…

as you head off to the war.



- A war that Jesus gave His life for

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
– Ephesians 6:12

If we remember anything at Easter it is that WE WIN!  When the world seems to love evil and reject God, when it seems that persecution of the faithful worsens, we can know that our fight is not in vain. God said that his word will not return to Him void.

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. "For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
– Isaiah 55:6-11

Pick a star on the dark horizon and follow the light.

- Jesus is the Light
You’ll come back when it’s over, no need to say goodbye.

- Jesus will not lose you
The Call for You to be Faithful

Now we’re back to the beginning.


- The call is personal to you

It’s just a feeling and no one knows yet.

- Faith, Hope, Love

Let the feeling in you this morning grow into hope and into a word


Let the hope of the Lord flow from your lips.



Speak the truth boldly and make disciples…  this is YOUR call

But just because they can’t feel it too


- Many are called but few are chosen

How many people do you love that you could let slip into eternity without God?


Make them see!  In a parable about a wedding feast Jesus says ‘Compel them to come”



Whatever it takes!

doesn’t mean that you have to forget.


- Be not conformed to the world

Let your memories grow stronger and stronger
- Be transformed by renewing your mind

Do not live as the world lives, but do not live separate.

‘til they’re before your eyes.



- Where there is no vision, people perish

This morning we celebrate a life that was lived among sinners yet was without sin

We have an example of undefiled love

We have the history of all mankind that reveals the intent of our God to save.

You'll come back when they call you, no need to say goodbye.  - they will know where to look







