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Advice: The quickest way for a mother to get the attention of her children is to sit down and look comfortable.

Did you know that the idea for Mother’s Day was born in a small Methodist church in Grafton, West Virginia?  It was 1876 and the nation still mourned the Civil War dead.

While teaching a Memorial Day lesson, Mrs. Anna Reeves Jarvis thought of mothers who had lost their sons. She prayed that one day there could be a "Memorial Day" for mothers. The prayer made a deep impression on one of Mrs. Jarvis’s eleven children. Young Anna had seen her mother’s efforts to hold the war-split community and church together.

As she grew into adulthood, the younger woman kept Mrs. Jarvis’s dream in her heart. On the day of her mother’s death, Anna was determined to establish Mother’s Day in her honor. 

On May 12, 1907, a local observance was held which later spread to Philadelphia. By 1910, Mother’s Day was celebrated in forty-five states, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, Canada, and Mexico. Elated, Miss Jarvis told a friend, "Where it will end must be left for the future to tell. That it will circle the globe now seems certain."

On May 8, 1914, President Wilson designated the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day "for displaying the American flag and for the public expression of love and reverence for the mothers of the country."
Have you ever heard of someone who hated Mother’s Day? One person hated Mother’s day so passionately that she lobbied for its removal as a national holiday and protested – even taking legal action – to get a Mother’s Day parade canceled. Her name was Anna Jarvis.

Yes, the same woman most responsible for its creation. The reason? Commercialism.

Years after she was successful at convincing President Wilson to designate it a holiday to honor Mothers she became its strongest opponent because it was not celebrated as a day for paying honor for the work, love and sacrifices of Mother’s everyday, but a hallmark holiday promoting buying selling and materialism.

Like Christmas and Easter, the world takes something created out of Christian Love and finds a way to sell it. It’s sin that finds a way to take from an idea intended to give.
So as we look at a celebration in Heaven in Revelation 15 this morning try to see it the way it is intended. It’s not a celebration for you or I, it’s not for us, but for God and His glory. Today is Mother’s day, Revelation 15 is God’s Day.
But before we look at that ‘great and amazing’ sign in chapter 15, let me illustrate the reason for the excitement and one more tie into celebrating Mothers.

One thing required to be a mother – adopting aside – is having a baby. There is an excitement blended with fear as a woman enters her last days of pregnancy.

Someone I work with told me a week ago about a History channel program she saw that brought Biblical scholars and Scientists together studying prophecy and geology. The program, she said concluded, that based on the Bible and seismic activity that the world would end in a global earthquake (speaking of Rev. 16:18) on May 5, 2011. 

Yes, that was last Thursday. As I was being told about this possible last day of the world, I could see that this person was expecting me to respond in the way most would, fearful. Most people, even if the particular prediction is not credible become fearful just thinking about the world ending. But when she finished saying the science looked credible and that we could all die in less than a week, I said, “Yeah!” I don’t think that was what she was expecting.

Then I said it was a good thing the world would end Thursday because we were giving the boys their awards for our Wed. night program on Wednesday.

Maybe I’m weird, but the end of the world excites me, I imagine in the same way a mother is excited in her last days of pregnancy, even though she fears the pain that will accompany it.

The Sanctuary in Heaven was Opened!

Great and Amazing

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire--and also those who had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands. – Revelation 15:1-2

· Great and Amazing – Something is about to happen that has never happened before…

· Which are last – this is it! the last act of redemption

· The wrath of God is finished – THAT bares repeating!  Sin brought on God’s wrath…

Righteousness Revealed

And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations! Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed." – Revelation 15:3-4

· Singing (Moses & the Lamb) – The Branches of God kingdom and united.

· Great and amazing - Just and true -  You alone are holy

· He is about to pour out the worst judgments the world will ever know!?!

· God demands blood for sin (death) – people say that’s not loving

· God destroys Sodom and Gamorah – People say that’s unjust

· God decimates Egypt to show His power – People say that’s not good

· God calls for the genocide of Canaan – People say that’s evil

· God will utterly destroy the followers of the beast and people will HAVE to SEE that His ways are TRUE and JUST!

· Your righteous acts have been revealed – There will be NO room for doubt that God is GOOD and that EVERY thing He does is right

Hold Your Breath

After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened, and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes around their chests. And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever, and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.
– Revelation 15:5-8

So Moses finished the work. 

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. – Exodus 40:34-35

· When the angels are finished we CAN enter into the full presence of God in all his glory!

· What began in a garden will end in heaven because of the redemptive work of Jesus







