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Last week, I suggested that we should not trust religion. I stand by that philosophy, but at the same time I trust the Bible with my life. Is that a double standard? No, because I don’t trust Christianity where it has become ‘religion’, but I do trust the word of God.

· Call me crazy, but I believe everything the Bible says.      WHY?

Before we look at why the Bible can be trusted, the doctrine we are considering this morning is the incarnation of Jesus. What all true Christians believe is that Jesus is God made flesh.

God entered our world, became a man like us in every way yet was without sin, and when He died and was buried, He rose bodily on the third day.

And so we NEED the Bible to be reliable because the only evidence for the incarnation of Jesus comes from the testimony of the Bible.

Jesus was incarnated in history and we need a reliable historical record to verify it. Thankfully, the Bible IS a history book! It is a history of the world from a Jewish, faith perspective.

How can we be sure that the Bible is reliable?  This morning we will consider three tests of reliability: Textual, Historical, and Archeological.

I spent 7 years leading an evangelism ministry – teaching people how to share their faith and how to handle objections to the Christian faith.  In that time I discovered one very powerful thing about handling objections.

Only one needs to be dealt with.  (Every objection can be answered by the Bible if you have studied it enough to know where to look. So only one real objection needs to be dealt with and that is, “How do I know the Bible is true?”

Textual Reliability

The New Testament contains approximately 20,000 lines, of which 40 lines are in question. This equals .5% (one half of one percent).

Look at a comparison between to of the leading religions in the world. Islam and Christianity.

A simple internet search for “reliability of the Bible” returned over 9 million entries.

· “reliability of the Quran” returned 140 thousand!  (160,000 spelled Koran)                       (and many of the Quran entries relate the Quran to the Bible)

Muslems claim the Quran to be God’s specific words, copied for mankind by one author who himself later removed some sections of the book saying it was a demon rather than Gabriel that had given him those verses to write.

· The Bible was compiled by 40 authors, from every walk of life, over a period of 1500 years with a single cohesive declaration about the nature and person of God.

Isaiah

When the Dead Sea scrolls were discovered in the 1940’s much of the skepticism of the prior century had to be reframed. Within the scrolls found was a complete copy of Isaiah which was dated nearly 1,000 years earlier that the currently oldest copy.

· Isaiah speaks of the Messiah more than any other book in the Old Testament

· 66 chapters – natural break between 1-39 and 40-66 – 40 speaks of John the Baptist

No one can claim any longer that the messianic prophesies were written after Christ OR that the text was changed to fit the life of Jesus because the Dead Sea book of Isaiah was 95% word for word the same as the copy 1000 years later.  Most differences accounted for by marking error and word spelling.

Jewish scribes took their jobs very seriously

God preserved Isaiah because it is the messianic proof text for the New Testament

Historical Reliability

For the New Testament of Acts, the confirmation of historicity is overwhelming. Any attempt to reject its basic historicity, even in matters of detail, must now appear absurd. Roman historians have long taken it for granted.  – A. N. Sherwin-White, Classical Roman Historian

THE RESURRECTION IS A FACT 

Professor Thomas Arnold, for 14 years a headmaster of Rugby, author of the famous, History of Rome, and appointed to the chair of modern history at Oxford, was well acquainted with the value of evidence in determining historical facts. This great scholar said: "I have been used for many years to study the histories of other times, and to examine and weigh the evidence of those who have written about them, and I know of no one fact in the history of mankind which is proved by better and fuller evidence of every sort, to the understanding of a fair inquirer, than the great sign which God hath given us that Christ died and rose again from the dead." Brooke Foss Westcott, an English scholar, said: "raking all the evidence together, it is not too much to say that there is no historic incident better or more variously supported than the resurrection of Christ. Nothing but the antecedent assumption that it must be false could have suggested the idea of deficiency in the proof of it."

-The Roman Seal was broken
-the Tomb was Empty
-Paul’s conversion

Archaeological Reliability

Nelson Glueck, renowned Jewish archaeologist, wrote, “It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical reference.”

William F. Albright, one of the world's most renowned archaeologists, stated, “There can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed the substantial historicity of Old Testament tradition.”

Textual criticism – answered

Historical accuracy – testified

Archeological evidence – validates the Biblical record

Nothing but the antecedent assumption that it must be false could have suggested the idea of deficiency in the proof of it. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

– John 1:1

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. – John 1:4-5

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. – John 1:10-14

Incidentally, Isaiah 40:3  is fulfilled in book 40 chapter 3  (Matthew 3)  Book 43 (John 1)

Isaiah 40:3 is foundational to the beginning of every Gospel and God preserved that book (in its entirety!) for more than 2000 years to prove to the 20th century that He because a man.

