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A legend says that St. Patrick was evangelizing Ireland and was asked to explain the Trinity. He bent down and picked up a shamrock and converted Ireland… That’s probably not true…

The word "trinity" is not found in the Bible, but the nature of God that it defines is. All cults deny the Trinity. Christians claim it is true. But, what is it?

· An office held by three gods? (Mormonism)

· A pagan concept borrowed from ancient cults? (Jehovah's Witnesses)

· One person who takes three forms?  (Oneness Pentecostalism)

So, which of these is true? None.

The Trinity is the doctrine that there is only one God in all creation, all time, and all places. This one God exists as three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each person is not the same person as the other, yet there are not three gods, but one.

Many analogies have been attempted to explain this doctrine.

· Water-Ice-Steam

· Egg: Shell-White-Yoke

· Sun-Heat-Light rays

Some argue that each of these demonstrate the heretical view of God called ‘Modalism’

The water analogy however, is unique. In thermodynamics, the triple point of a substance is the temperature and pressure at which three phases (gas, liquid, and solid) of that substance coexist in thermodynamic equilibrium. At a temperature of 213.16 kelvins and pressure of 611.73 pascals pure water, pure ice and pure water vapor can coexist in a stable equilibrium. One in essence, three in form of matter, variation in temperature or pressure of the slightest degree will cause them all to freeze, melt, or evaporate.

There is a story that St. Augustine was walking on the beach contemplating the mystery of the Trinity. Then he saw a boy in front of him who had dug a hole in the sand and was going out to the sea again and again and bringing some water to pour into the hole. St. Augustine asked him, “What are you doing?” “I’m going to pour the entire ocean into this hole.” “That is impossible, the whole ocean will not fit in the hole you have made” said St. Augustine. The boy replied, “And you cannot fit the Trinity in your tiny little brain.” The story concludes by saying that the boy vanished as St. Augustine had been talking to an angel.

Someone once said, “Trinity is a concept that is almost too complex for adults. Almost too simple for children.”

But the Trinity is not irrational in any direct sense. The main intellectual problem with the Trinity is that it’s so dense. When we say “the Trinity,” we are really saying all the basic elements of the gospel at once. So it’s a very dense formula, sort of like e=mc2 is difficult to understand –not because it’s logically contradictory, but because there’s so much information packed into it.

An analogy that came to me as I was studying for this sermon is that of a orthographic drawing.  I was running a middle school Engineering camp this week and showed the students some engineering sketches.  An Orthographic drawing shows a three dimensional object in three distinct two dimensional shapes. Each shape expressing the exact dimensions of the object from a single side of the object – Top, Front, and Side views.

In these three 2-D pictures (and only using all three) we can get an exact representation of the 3-D object. All attempts to draw a 3-D picture on a 2-D surface will distort the actual dimensions of one or more of the sides. (consider photographs or the popular phrase “the camera adds 10 pounds) The Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit are like the Top, Front and Side 2-D representations of a 3-D Being

As I considered this new brilliant idea to expressing the Trinity, I searched the internet to see if anyone had ever thought of this before, and sure enough a very similar idea was added to the internet by another pastor in 1997. To my relief, it was at least another Pastor Johnson!

But the truth is that no analogy can do full justice to the Triune nature of our Creator, so we must consider what we can know about it from what He has told us in the Bible, and let the rest remain a mystery.

The Bible begins with the Trinity:

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. – Genesis 1:26

And throughout we are given certain evidences that God is One And 3 is God.

Our Scripture text this morning being one of the best passages to prove this.

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased."  - Matthew 3:16-17

The Spirit of God

Is the ‘Spirit of God’ or the ‘Holy Spirit’  a distinct person of a triune God-head?

118 time the phrases ‘Spirit of God’ or ‘Holy Spirit’ are mentioned, but 101 of those times come from the New Testament!  It doesn’t surprise me that the Jews do not believe in the Trinity. Only 17 times does it speak of God’s ‘Spirit’ and this could be overlooked as a distinct ‘person’ of God, but the New Testament makes it much clearer.

In Mathew 12:32, Jesus says, “And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.”

· If Jesus and the ‘Spirit’ are one person, how could one be forgivable and the other not?

After His resurrection, Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” (Matthew 28:19)

· Why not just say in the name of God or the Lord if these were all synonymous?

In Acts 2:38, Peter says to the people, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

The Spirit of God is called the comforter. A study of the Holy Spirit references in the New Testament reveals that it is the Spirit that promotes unity in the Body of Christ. It is by and because of the Holy Spirit that we have fellowship with God and one another.

Just before Steven was stoned to death Acts 7 tells us,

But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." (Acts 7:55-56)

· He sees Jesus NEXT TO God. So if Jesus is God, the Trinity is true

The Son of God

Is Jesus, called the ‘Son of Man’, the ‘Son of David’ and the ‘Son of God’ truly in nature a distinct person of a triune God-head?

In the Old Testament ‘Jehovah’ or YHWH  means ‘the Lord’ what Christians would equate with Jesus, who was given that title by the first followers in the New Testament. 

Old Testament:  New:

Lord
- 450
- 586
Lord God
- 12
- 11
God
- 2347
- 1159

Of the many places you could look to see the true nature of Jesus, the most obvious, in my opinion, is Hebrews chapter 1.

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son"? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him." – Hebrews 1:1-6

It is because of Jesus’ obedience to the Father and His sacrifice that we have received grace from God. Before His death, Jesus told His disciples, “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father.” So if Jesus and the Father are one and we can demonstrate that they are also different persons, then the Trinity is true.

The Father God

Are the Father and Jesus truly in nature distinct persons of a triune God-head?

Our scripture this morning has already made this point clearly.

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased."  - Matthew 3:16-17

Unless Jesus could throw His voice really well, these are two distinct persons.

It is not Jesus, or a Holy Spirit that is referred to as God in the Old Testament. The Judge and Ruler of the Old Testament IS the Father of the new. The wrath and anger displayed in the Old Testament comes from the same person who is defined in the New Testament as ‘Love’.

A God of Grace in Jesus, a God of Love in the Father, and a God of Fellowship in the Holy Spirit. Yet, the Lord your God is One and you shall have no other gods beside him

The Trinity.

Conclusion

The doctrine of the Trinity has reached beyond Christian faith and the Bible.

Whether understood as such or not, it is a big part of a modern, highly popular fairy tale.

There were three brothers who approached a fast moving and violent river. Death waited near by to claim the men as they tried to cross. But these three men were wizards and rather than trying to cross the river in the water as all others had done and failed, they used magic to create a bridge. As they crossed on the bridge they were met by death wearing a long black cloak. Impressed by their cleverness, Death offered each of them a gift.

· The first brother asked for a wand that would beat all other wands, giving the owner supreme power. So Death took wood from an elder tree and made an unbeatable wand.

· The second brother asked for the power to bring loved ones back from the dead. So Death picked up a stone and gave it the power to bring back the dead.

· The third brother, wishing to avoid Death again, asked for a cloak that would render the wearer invisible.

The story goes on and contains a moral to be learned as all good children’s tales do. But consider the three objects.  A wand of supreme power, A resurrection stone, and an Invisible protection.  The story says that if one could bring all three of these ‘Deathly Hallows’ together, he would be the master of Death.

These three: A Father, A Son, and A Holy Spirit  Conquered Death.

As Harry Potter defeated evil and death by the power of these three, so in reality, Jesus

Conquered sin and death by the power of the Triune God-head.

Does all this really matter? Does it matter if we understand or even believe that God is a Trinitarian Being?

The Trinity is important because only in the doctrine of the Trinity can we have the true incarnation of God (the Word become flesh as the Son - John 1:1,14). Only the God-man Jesus can offer a sacrifice sufficient to appease the infinite Father in heaven. No mere man can do this. No mere angel. Instead, God the Word, in His grace, added to Himself human nature (Phil. 2:5-8) in order to bear our sins in His body on the cross (1 Pet. 2:24) so that He might become sin on our behalf (2 Cor. 5:21).

Benediction

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. – II Corinthians 13:14
